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V jTEB/Mf ' Septcaber 21, 1933. 

WaOiUSlJtBI FOR UR. HATHAS. 


the Daily ^ws telephoaed mvl 
tated tSS^^»S^ab®rB of the^F^^Oeng of 
iotrolt wore orreeted at tho Shorebaa tioteX 
loitiing and that Federal agenta vere preaeat end 
ilded in the arreet* and ba desired to get fortiier 
^ctalle on the natter*. He stated that tbs arreatr: 
^sro Mde at ltl5 e.n* I advlsctd that X was qaltr; 
certain that tiis Federal agents were not our men, 
>Ait auggeated that he naks Inquiry of tho Sarcotlc 
ittToan and tbs Prdhlbition Unit* 




Very truly j'wrun 


Dlreotor« 
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Purple Gangsters Mowed Down in Gang Ride 



I 


I 


LAST PUBLIC’* APPEARANCE Of 
Arraitrncrt hr “public encnilpa“ Fletcher (left) 
nml Axlcr urc (•(Kown In cuiirt a ,vonr nco- 

They wrro found slain early ycfilcrrtay In Mic rear 
of Axirr'a enr in a lonely Oakland County road, 


EDDIE FLETCHER AND ABE AXLER i 

and fudice today are without clues lo the kUlers. . 
It wj»s In tills last *‘|iul»Ilc*’ appenriuico they jiainiHj I 
the nppeIhUion of “enemies/* Axler ns Xo. 1. and i 
T Ictcher ns No. 2. (This is a Thiips picture.) ' 


1HE DETROIT TlI/iES 
November 27, 1933 











GAf^CSTERS, SLAItf TOGETHER, CAUGHT tH RECENT RAID 


T* AxI^t (left) mnd Hetcher, dlmfiiutWa 
© Gan|( ifunmen, ar« to poUco 

qiifstloninc ftftcr a public cncrox 
ii p, Uet^tlv® U »ocomp«ny- 


luf them, Th« fanp pftlt* slatn on » In a 

Iona OahJand Count j road early yesterday, at this 
lima laced police tocether as th^y faced their 
murderer*B yesterday, (This U a Times picture.) 


troit as **Abe Cold” as a dVa 1 
orderly person* tUschart^^ ‘ * 
mperlntencfent. 

Oct SI, 1W6. aii^tted 
trolt as Gol(f> 

witness, dlicharged by sup^ 
Inteudent •, 

Mar^ 1927, arrested In 
trolt as Tfarry Levine** robhofy 
armed, discharged by ^ au 
tutendent 

May 9, 1927. robbery armed* 
charged by superintendent, 

Awg. IS. 1927, robbery arniw^ 
discharged by superlntcnden^J^ 


AYINGS LEAVE LAST OF PURPLES LE ADERLE 


awesome n^ws that Abo 
and Eddlt yietcher "were 
bumped off' . electrified 
ies of Detroit'* underworld 
small, black hours. ^ ^ 
am e first before dawn yesler- 
l 5 a rumor which was soon 
med via the grapevine of the 
t world. The previous chief 
In the hoodlums' delicatessen 
luartera — "they stuck up Goi- 
fiandbook and killed a guy”— 
namediately superseded, 
er and Fletcher, Inseparable 
and partners, pint-aired tough 
and killers, were "biggies'* of 
ational underworld! 


boyg want to see me In action just 1 St. Louis gang seems to have and MUberg were Sentence 


Detroit they had earned the 

13 reputations of Public Ene- 1 Fletcher’s was and bis 
No. 1 and 2, respectively, | ears had never been 


once. 

He boxed Don Burchard at Harry 
Harria* Fairview Club, Mack and 
Falrview avenuea, and the mob saw 
blm get decisively outpointed In 
eight rounds. 

it was from this fight, some say, 
that the name "Purple” gang origi- 
nated^ Fletcher followed the then 
popular New York prize ring cus- 
tom of dressing the fighter and hts 
seconds in colored Jerseys. The 
color of the jerseys, on this occa- 
sion. was a bright purple. 

MORE VICIOUS KILLER 

Axler never was a pug. His nose 
had not been knocked askew as 

sizable 


"cauli- 

were sawed-off Naj^oleons of I flo^eri^edp” but nonetheless his was 
Infamous Purple ^nng | the more sinister face of the two. 

He had an acqulllne nose, high 
cheek bones, deep shadows under 
his small eyes, auhken "cheeks, and 
a thin tight mouth whl«h ..t^ned 
up- nt tha corners. _ ^ ^ r“' 

By he wa» a more A^elous*: 

tiller and a rougher fighter than 
lletcher. It is said that once, when 
asked by a ."Junior Purpta*' what 


. its rise to power in 1926 until 
died with their shoes on. Icad- 
ictors in its criminal history — 
?tory vicious enough to causa 
^ert Asbury. historian of Amer- 
rritrt^. to call It "the most ef- 
ntly organized gang.^oi kiliers 
he Dnited State*" ^ 5 ^v = 

CH IN COMMON ^ r 

le'TwCb gunmen had much hi 
Boih were native sops V ' 

lit ' in talTer than five feel, and , 
^ tsessed tf»a aggreas^e urge 
^ ^ guy" which so often 
rar.te&te bf UUle men. 

- bad dark, furtive, beady 
* "E th abnormal ears. Axler's 
: and overgrown by na- 

3r., /* Fletcher's flattened and 
1 mere 1 close to his head by the 
iches of many pugilists during 
early rlnp* career. And, above 
both ’ ire larceny-minded 
■ emers, ’ killers with an 
jnd</iTce of what police and 
.vspapermen call "crazy nerve." 
"hortly after the close of the 
orld War Fletcher was a popu- 
' !l6-pound preliminary fighter at 
' old Military A. C In Brooklyn, 

• 5O0n was taken into th© stable 
a well-known manager, Sllvey 
!n-, who >aldt 

'T took the kid under my wing 
he*s willing lo fight four 
inca a week If you’d let him — > 
nd when bf! gets paid off ho 
rin^s his dough homo to his 
udhf^vr 

L IT KING IN 1923 
Around Brooklyn, where Fletcher 
as known as a shy youth, the 
’>zing fraternity was tremendously 
itprised when he eventually broke 
”■•0 print here as a notorious hood- 

im. ■ ' ■ 

Fletcher finally re ached ^ the main 
vent class fn New Tori^' but was 
f'ver a great fighter. He quit in 
and shortly after moved to 
■Jetroit. He began fraternizing with 


tbafs aU:*' 

A^ler purportedly eama" her* 
frdUn New York Ik year or two ktter 
Ftetcher's fight against Burcharil 
Tlie two "kllms of a feather" soon 
ght together and began eontribut- 
ing major performances to the 
•'Purples'" lurid history. 

FORMED FOR DEFENSE 

Tho time was 1926. Axler was 35, 
three years Fletcher's junior, but a 
more experienced gangster, having 
beep a consort of "mobs’* while 
Eddie was still a 
prizefighter. 

\ The Purple gang was organized 
opposed ly as a defensive organi- 
sation, employed by local gamblers 
to defend their establishments from 
being pilfered by a gang of in- 
vaders from St. Louis known as 
"Egan's Rats." 

The St. Louis Rats were lilamed 
for the kidnaping in March, 1926, 
oj Meyer (Fish) Bloomfield, then k 
“stick man” at Charles T. "Doe” 
Brady's gambling place, 326 Grand 
River avenue, shove the store 
where Dr. Julius C, Harris was 
shot and killed during an attempted 
holdup of "Goldie's handbook" 
Saturday night. 

TURNED TO IL^CKET 
-Tha "snatching” of Bloomfield 
was the first of a lucrative series 
of kidnaping* of rich gamblers for 
ransem money, and it goon became 
doubtful as to whether th«i "Pur- 
jples”^were taking a defensive < or 


j merged with the Detroiter*, th* 
combination being strengthened by 
jtb* addition of a dozen or so of 
accredited tough one* from New 
York. ^ 

^ The new gang proceeded to work 
from the viewpoint that there fs 
more profit In levying tribute than 
In being paid for bodyguard. 

In 1927 Axler and Fletcher occu- 
pied a suite In the Mlrafiores Apart- 
ments, 106 East Alexandria avenue. 
In this building they and their 
gang reputedly wiped out Frank 
Wright. Reuben Cohen and Joseph 
Bloom, three opposing gangsters. In 
what has become known as the 
"Miraflores massacre.” In disposing 
(Of the trio, reputedly Chicago gang- 
sters, the Purples Introduced ma- 
chine guns In Detroit gangster war- 
fare. 

FORCED DYERS* TRIBUTE 
Axler and Fletcher, along with 
Fred rKlUer” Burke, were arrested 
as suspects Jn the massacre. Police 
them without result, and the 
three ^'Were ^ ev©nt!i»1ly released. 
(Burke is no W serving a Ilfe^sen- 
tenca for murder at ‘Ma/quette 
Prison,) ■ * 

During i(^ 

'r — - 

uibuief Detroit cleaffS^' ilbd 
dyers-yas "pritectlbn” 

■vi the c^ai»eri dyerB* whr 

^ beSlp. 



ques- 


TYliirj^r rf i^fns. j 

doUdnf ords p, a ^yatery'.” ^ 


hi* ''mobs” and in 1925 he accepted <’an offensive part In the crlm 's. 
T'other bout because, he said, "the! A few traitorous members of the 


tbeTiPD ia* another *to^ purpwVt- 
Ing 'aptaln' tb* fidgin of the 
gang** name. ^ - ^ ' 

• 8o-c*lled "purple gangs" . were 
known long ago, some historians 
claim. Dyers, they say, have been 
associated always with the purple 
dye because it waa the first dis- 
covered by the Phoenicians, who 
originated the art of dyeing. Purple, 
therefore, has become the symbol 
reputedly honest | of the dyer. Thus, according to this 
explanation, the "purple” gang be- 
comrs the "dyera*” gang, 
CONTINUED ACTIVITIES 
The lucrative cleaners and dyers’ 
protection racket was broken up by 
the police with the arrest of 12 
Purples. Besides Axler and Fletcher, 
those arrested were Abe Bernstein, 
reputed leader; his brother, Ray; 
Abe Kaminsky, Abe Miller, Harry 
KeywelJ, Irving Milberg, Georg* 
Cordell, Jo* **Honeyboy‘* Miller, 
Sam Axler (Abe'5 brother) and 
Irving Shapiro. 

They were acquitted after a 
stormy trial. 

Although the edge had been 
taken off the protection racket, the 
Purples continued to operate as 
bootleggers, rum runners, hijackers, 
smugglers, handbook operators and 
dope peddlers. 

Prohibition agents finally brought 
iUquor violation charges against 
tfour members of the gang and 


Vmad* the charges atick,"*^Th?s was ' JA# '»»t half-year or so. With thei 
ia 1929, Axler, Fletcher, Sutton . 


Federal Judge Charles C. Simons io^ 
serve one year and lO month* In 
the Federal Penitentiary at I>aven- 
worth, Kan., and tP pay fln*a 
w,000 each. ■ r 

COLUNG WOOD 3L\SS ACRPf ^ ' 

■they served their sentence* atid 
did not get into serious trouble 
with the law ag*rh until Septeot- 
her, 1931, At that time the Purple 
gang was accursed of perpetrating 
the "Collingwood massacre,** Joe 
(Nigger) Lehovltx, Herman (Hym!e> 
Paul and Izzy Sutker, members of 
the rival ‘^Navy” gang, had beeTZ^ 
shot down and the I^rples were 
blamed. 

Axler and Fletcher were 
tioned and released, Ray Bern 
stein, Harry Keywelf and Irving J 
Milberg were prosecuted, found g: 
guilty, and sent to Marquette Prison 
for life. 

Milford Jones, a notorious 
Louis gunman, was murdered aif; 
he stood at the bar of the swah 
Stork Club, -tT Rowena street. V 
June, 1932, and again Fletcher at^rt 
Axler were brough(/%n for grUi'us. 

Both . were ' rele aacd^v. Tha Jor %n 



t b^' 

XAsrWlnfer' Axler 
^itiemped to’ re-enfer VrofessT^^' 
boxln^AS managers. Their boxers 
were t* veteran Monrla ^srman^ 
his bro^^r Jackie, a novlc*,. Louf* 
Mays*- * Dea Moines middleweight^ 
and Ajjther boxer who wa* known 
to theboxlng fraternity as •'the for- 
mer Tght heavyweight champion j’ 
of J»okson Prison.*’ Other "leglU- 1 
ma'e" managers had better boxers | 
anr Fletcher finally said, ^there's J 
no dough here for me,” and retired 
fom the managerial end. Fletcher 
- '-as last seen In the ring at Arena 
ardens as a second for Z/mIs 
Mays. ’ ' ■; 

But shortly before he wa* *r-| 
ested as a public enemy again, a 
nw weeks ago, Fletcher began 
sung" circulars to promoters an- 
nov clng himself as the man^iger of 
Sherman and seckln^^ bouts | 
fr r ti • fighter. He styled himself ? 
i. “bo;Jng manager" at the t\me oY J 
hla arrest as an "enemy." 

After Bevernl members of. the 
gang has been convicted on the 
thiblle Enemy charge and w'cre 
sentenced to the House of Correc- R 
tion for 90-day sentences, Axler and ] 
Fletcher^ awaiting trial and under j 
a bond of $1,000 each to appear be-' j 
fore Judge John P, Scallen, jump<^d 
their bond. They were "lamstera” 
at the^tiJ!srJ“Cf their sudden deaths! 

Ij Acxler and Fletcher, underworld^ 
say, were the militant person- 
‘'itiea who held the remnanU o^ 

Purple gang together durlnffl 
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The Detroit Tir.e; 

AGVecber 27, 193; 


Axler’s a 
Polic< 


Here arc ths' recdrds 
Fletcher, Purple gangsters 
t A-xIer. tvai arrested hS I 
in ^'e\y York and D^itroit. 


convicted three tlmr«4 


) *ilia Jpolice record foUow?i: 
'* 'April A 1920, arrested in 



« GANGSTERS, SLAiN TOGETHER, CAUGHT IN RECENT RAiD 
Here Axler (left) and Fletcher^ dlmtnuttve Ing them. The ffanif pair, slain on m "ride** In a 

urplo Canjf gunmen, are being taken to pollca lone Oakland County road early yesterday, at thU 

Ignarter^ for. questioning after a public enemy time faced police together as thfy faced their 

JrpTlieti^tlve Mike Flannegan Is accompany- murderer*s yesterday. (This Is a Times picture.) 


TOUDI 


iflbbery and assault, 
misled by magistrate, 

March 21, 1921, arrested In 
York, grand larceny, disc ha 
by a magistrate. 

Dec. 6. 1931, sentenced to 
to 5 years in Sing Sing rris^^r 
burglary, 

Dec. 7, 1935, arrested In Hr 
IjTi, attempted attack or 
T^'oman, discharged by a m 
trate. 

Oct, 27, 1926, arrested in 
trolt as ^Ab« Gold** as a 
orderly person, discharged 
superintendent \ 

Oct. SI, 1926, aires^d In 
troit as **Abe OoldT a^ a V' 
witness, dfscharged by sv 
Intendent i> 

March 29, 1927, arrested In 
trolt as ‘'Harry Levine'* rol^ 
armed, discharged by si 
iotendeni. 

'May 9, 192T, robbery armed, 
charged by superintendent. 

Aug. 18, 1927, robbery :»f 
discharged by super! ntendn 


SLAyiNGS LEAVE LAST OF PURPLES LEADERLE 

4V..& boys want to see tne in action fust Arpms fo have MHbprv went sentenc 


^Tha awesoma new'S that Abe 
Suier and Eddlt Fletcher '*were 
Just bumped ofr* electrified 
Sabitues of Detroit's underworld 
5bl the eroall* black hours. 

It came first before dawn yester- 
^day aa a nimor which was soon 
J^nflrmed via the grapevine of the 
-rtcket world. The previous chief 
" topic in the hoodlums' delicatessen 


^ ^ .UJpiC xn nooaiuni* 

1 i > ^ ; tbeadquarters— " stuck up Got- 


handbook and killed a guy*' — 


^ai immediately superseded- 

and Fletcher, .inseparable 


and partnere, pint-sited tough 
klUers, were ^biggies" of 


t^e national underworld! 

Detroit they had earned the 
reputations of Public Ene- 
Annies No, 1 and 2, respectively. 




^jTbey were sawed-off NajSblcons of 


: the Infamous Purple Gang and. 
' from Us rise to power in 1926 until 


-'they died with their shoes on, lead* 
irl; 


V;-^' ring" actors in Its criminal history^ 

' history vicious enough to cause 

/y I Jgerbert Aabury, historian of Ame^ 


once,” . * 

He boxed Don Burch ard at Harry 
Harris* Fairview Club. Mack and 
Fairview avenues, and the mob saw 
him get decisively outpointed in 
eight rounds. 

It was from this fight, soma say, 
that the name ‘'Purple” gang origi- 
nated, Fletcher followed the then 
popular Xew York prize ring cus- 
tom of dressing the fighter and his 
seconds in colored jerseys. The 
color of the jerseys, on this occa- 
sion, was a bright purpla, 

MORE VICIOUS KILUSB 

Axler never was a pug. His nose 
bad not been knocked askew as 
FIetcher*a was and bis sizable 
ears had never been “cault- 
fiowerlzed/* but nonetheless his was 
the more sinister face of the two. 
He had an acquillne nose, high 
cheek bones^ deep sbAdows under 
his small' eye^ sUhken cheeks, and 


umed 


a thin^.tight mouUi.: . 

. * - .up* af''tha corners? 

0 crime^ to ^ By depute he was a 

4«>yy tiner Miiihif' tbM 

' JFletcher. tt to thitt 



ian'itvA t 

« urge 

wMc& to 50 often 
little Ipen. 




SL Louis gang seems to have 


merged with the Detroiters, the 
combination being strengthened by 
'the addition of a dozen or so of 
accredited tough ones from New 
York. 

. The new gang proceeded to work 
from the viewpoint that there is 
more profit in levying tribute than 
in being paid for bodyguard. 

In 1927 AxJer and Fletpher occu- 
pied a suite in the Miraflores Apart- 
ments, 106 East Alexandria avenue. 
In this building they and their 
gang reputedly wiped out Frank 
Wright, Reuben Cohen and Joseph 
Bloom, three -opposing gangsters, In 
what h£i become known as* tbs 
“Mirafiores massacre," In disposing 
^f the trio, reputedly Chicago gang- 
sters, the Purples Introduced ma- 
chine guns In Detroit gangster war- 
fare. ' . 

FORCED DYERS* TRIBUTE 

Axler . and Fletcher, along with 
Fred 1‘Killer'*' Burke, were arrested 
as suspects Jn tha massacrot Police 
gfUled them without result, and the 
,^ef’^ir^a,^^^eiitually released. 


Hfejj 

Unce for at 




and Milberg were sentence 
Federal Judge Charles C. Sim 
aciwe one year and 10 mom 
the Federal Penitentiary at L< 
worth, Kan.* and to pay fir 
15,000 each, 

COLLING WOOD MASSACKf 
, I'hey serves d Oielr sente nc. 
did not get Into serious t 
with the law again until St: 
ber, 1931. At that time the I 
gang was accused of perpet 
tha “Collin gwood massacre.' 
(Niggert Lebovitt, Herman (H 
Paul and Izzy Sufker. mem>> 
tha pval **Navy*’ gang, had 
shot down and the Purples 
blam^ . " ' r 

‘ Axler ‘and; Fletcher were 
Honed and released. Ray 
stein. Harry ^ KeyweU and 
Milberg were prosecuted, 
guilty, and sent to Marquette ; 
for life. . 1 ^ 

Milford Jones, a notori^i 
Louii gunmaUf was murde r 
he etood at the' bar of the i* 
Stork CHirtit At '^qwena str* 
June, 1^, and Fletc^ 
Axler were brouB&t' In for s 




t'aur 




ler purp 9 


New ' 





dark^ furtiv^ beady 
VMrmal ears, Axler's 


etcher'a 


Tlie two 






fof to tkb origin- 


3^ iee Moines mlddlcv 


Jh- 

Yo-ehD&7 proies 
^ahagere, ’ Their l 
yeteran Uqhrie She 
t, Jackie, ai novice. 
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Axier’s iiril ‘ Hotelier’s 


tj - i ‘aaia Abe Axler and E^l' 

Here are the records J •. ^ 


rietchfr, Punple gangsters: 

Xxle# 'Vra* arrested 18 . Umwa^j' 

"In'^'eir’iYork and Detroit 4i||| 
f 'was eoJBYicted three time*. . ^ ^ 



»7e low. robbery i^ed, 
fed by superlntende1$t.^ 
tK pickpocket, «»- 


robbeiy" 

^udge TTranU 


195t9, robbery armed, 
by iudfe Charles 


t Abe 
‘"were 
Ttrt/led 
Tworld 

ycslei^ 
jf soon 
ot the 
j chief 
atessen 
Up Gol- 
rti/” 
L - 

jparable 
d tough 
giea"’ of 


^ over. ■ ; 

Nearly all of its domtmnt 
^ bers hav0 cither left Deiroll or 
been killed or Imprisoned-. Kay 
Bernstein. Harry Keywcll and JfV- 
i ing Miibcra, Coliirt^v/O’sd 
are Ufo-timers at Marquette. In tne 
\=^aTne prison, Philip Keywcll and 
■ Morris Kadcr are serving Utc sen- 
i tenecs for a Segto boy who - .,, ^ 

came across otia ot Ihsir ll<iuor^ 

' -ants. , ■ ■ ' ■’ tn s 

Abo Bernstein slays away from 
W...., .» „etroit. and h!a broUicr, Joseph is ^^elr 
murden! sala to have quU gangdom entirclj^ 

Joseph "Honoyboy- -Mille/ 

^ Etolsc homo for the Insane. ‘;-4 

' F3-:\V ARE EEFT - ■ '■ : C 

Irving Shapiro. IHco Axlor ftnd-i ^ 
Fletcher. 'Avent out the hard, way." , 
boys want to sec me la acU Remaining, police say, arfe only 
once,’* I ' Izzy Bernstein, Harry button, Harry 

He boxed Don Burchard « FleUher, Sam Drapliin and 
Harris' Falrvlew Club, ^ Banks, 


R$, SLAff^ TOGETHER, ^ ^ 

rietchcrt dlminutlvo Inf the plants. 

r.™ lr~°: K.0.er, J...?,!'.,!. 

innegAn Is Accompany- 


' Af-fil i mo, arrested in Now 
robbery and assau)^ 
missed by mairlstTate. f. - . 1 

March 21, 1021, arrested In 
York, grand larceny, discharged' 
by a msf 1st rate. ,‘-7V' 

Dec, «, 1931, sentenced to 
to 5 years In Sing Sing Prison |<fT, 
burglary, 

Dec, 7, 1925, arrested In BrooJ^ 
lyn, attempted attack 
woman, dUcharged by m magla^*^ 
tretfc ' ' ■■ •. 

Oct 27, I92d, arrested iJJ 3 

trott as *Abc GoIdT aa a ^1% J' ^ 
orderly perso;^ discharged 
superintendent . : 

Oct 3t 1926, arrested In 
trolt aa ^ Gold*.’ *S a poll|^ 

March 29. 1927, arrested tn 
trolt M ^Tlarry Lerine** robbery^ 

^ armed, dJacharged by aup^": 
Intendent - 

May 9, 1927, robbery atme^, |S^ 
charged by sTiperlntendent ^ -t" 
Awff, 18, 1927, robbery *rnutd. 


* <11.^ itsaed 

: 

* r jfry sentenced to one 

^y^V months In 3>aven- 

a^4fw« l*b g$,f>00 for viola- 

o< United States code. 

% *** robbery armed, 
ji, Mr^ ty superintendent 
^ 1931, charged with 

^ Jk ^ still pending. 

^ fcteher WM arrested H times, 
thys tn Detroit and was con- 
oaly once when ho went to 
anwortb. His police record 
war \ 

int arrested as police 


vi i, list robbery armed. 


discharged by superintendent , 


LEAVE LAS 


S LEADERLE 


Fairvlew avenues, and the ii| The delicatessen hoadquarterfli 
him. get decisively outpoii where tbs ganST met, and whet® , 
eight rounds I friendly j^angsters from other citl^i 

It was from this fight, sot sal out the night with the Purples, 
that the name “Purple’' ganl has been almost descried since 
nated, Fletcher followed tl Fletcher and Axler, naUiiy dreaai?^ 

. . ^*1 , ’ft-edt;; 


popular New York prize rfl perfumed and pver-barbered, , 

lorn of dressing the fighter • “on the lam*' and, nnknowlngJy^^Ui 
seconds In colored jerssyi "ihe last rcundup“*^^ ^ 

color of the jerseys, on thii .^,*~-vwvT»ty--t.ogy ktia 



so of 
New 

work 
^re U 
^ than 


ned the 
lie Ene- 
jectlvely* 
deons of 
:ng and, 
926 until 
on, lead- 
history— 
to cause 
of Amer- 
most ef- 


Sion, was a bright purple, 

MORE YICIODS KrrXEB 
AxJer never was a pug, HSs nose 
bad not been knocked askew as 
Fletcher's was and his sizable 
ears had never been '‘caull* 
flowerlzed," but nonetheless his was 
the more sinister face of the two. 
Ha had an acqutlina nose, high 
cheek bones, deep shadows under 


his small eye^ sunken cheeks, and 
a thin JAght Jurned 

up; af 'tha toxTitn:r-::F-^ 

• l|y tepute ha Via a jijioiNi. victotflt 
) : add ir> roughir tighter thatt 

! ■ fit^ei^i vJt te «6ld 



occu- 
,part- 
enue. 
_ their 

gang reputedly wiped o\it Frank 
Wright, B^uben Cohen and Joseph 
Bloom, three opposing gangsters, in 
what haCs become known as- the 
“Mlraflores massacre,” In disposing 
|Of the trio, reputedly Chicago gang- 
Isters. the Purples introduced ma- 
Ichlne guns In Detroit gangster war- 
jfara ? 

FORCED DYERS* TRIBUTE ' ‘ 
Axter and Fletcher* along ' with 
Fred *‘Killer**' Burke, were arrested 
as suspects in the massacre. Police 
grilled them without result, and the 
eventually released, 

h<rtr>etv » 





have and Milberg were aentencet^lvJ^^ 
tbclyederal Judge Charles C. Simona tb 
I serve one year and 10 monlha In | 
the Federal Penitentiary at Dcaven- 
worth, Kan., and to pay fines of 
$5,000 each. : - . ^ ^ 

COtOXG WOOD , MASS ACBlt . f | i 
They served their sentence* ahd| 
did jant get 'Into eairloua trouj^tej 
with the law agsTii unDf Se^eV^ 
her, 1931. At that time the PurplM 
gang waa^ accused of pez^atratlngi 
the " **Collin gwood massacre.’* " Jh*| 
(Nigger) LebovRa, Herman (HynUeH 
Paul and Izay ^utker^ mi^hara'OT 
the rjval ‘♦Navy** gangt iad 
shot down and the Purples w€a® 
blamed. - ‘ ' 

Axler and Fletcher were que^J 
ffoned and released, Ray Bern- 
stein. Harty^ KeyweU and Xrvin» : 
Milberg were prosecUt^^ ;j0^hAi 
guilty; and sent to 
for Ufa, ' .V ■ 

MUfot^ Jbh^% • 

I^ouis 

he atood. at; 

Stork 

June*: igalr 

Axlaf VeiV- broug' 


ak'' iV-»nrA|i'-^-»5k>sy^ 


iarged by superintendent 
14, 1956^ robbery armed, 
barged by superintendent 
irtfl V:* 1937* Charged will 
qhiet\ i Ischf rged on writ 
;THay 9> ^IT^or. 29, 1927 anf 
''ebruary aX robbery arnipd 
* banP 1 ^superintendent 
kite Hi arrested as d1^ 

liy yen ^iv discharged by su 

nteirleiitt 

\pt Jf and Nov. 17/1928. roL 
^ a uiOd* discharged by super 
int* otJefll 

sy lA 1929» aentenoed to en 





(Cont^MJf'rJ frovj 


Lvu 

iiT Vm- I 1 '^ri 


N i i^-hy 


[1 of iis doiiiinm I 
iMJicr left IH ■ roil, or 
1 or -I. 

M:\riy Key\^>’'l' ‘ofi Trv> 

(i. '/"lo •• t.r ‘ hi tr 


polic'.' 

Ihc nolo. . Hi.s 
over. 

I Nooily 
hrj’s hr.' 
bren lui- 
3 !lom'^i cin 
in." 

a 1 lifc-l j' ■ r 
.•.■■nin ]fi.- Ji. nr.d 

I Morris iladcr ore soi \-:nn iifo 
tcncfs for killiii;; a Ncyro hoy who 
ramo acjc^js'ons of theii hyuoi 
plant?. 

Abe liorn^^lriii stay? fium 

DrtroiU and his brolliGi. .icr'i rh. is 
:;oid to h:' . 0 oiht ^rnnydorYj oiilircly. 
Jo^:rph ' onr iho' ■■ Millri- U 
homo for tlic insano 

riAV m:i: L\:vr 

li\d)ir; SiiajU'u, lilvO .Vvh'r nnd 
h'),‘(c ncr, ‘'vvi'Jit uUl tlir iru o w:r, 

Ih r. i.aui:- p(dicc 

J/.zy l?Oi;v-Tcin, TTiury >h:l: 

Floishcr, Sam DrapJtm a ml 
E.aoka, 

1 The dc. lien ir. sen hrahin; 
wJiej'c tile yjiiy: mot, and 
friendly ynny.- ters from oihf'r ciUcs 
sal onL tlie niyjil with I he Thn iilcsy 
has been alinorl desert r^d si nee the 
Flclelicr and ANlcr, iiitiily drcs.srd, 
perfumed r.jid ovcr-bai bored, went 
'*nn the Inm" and, \inlvnu\vi].;;Iy, to 
‘Tlie lari loundup," 


only 
\n i ry 

Dave 

il l er.-, 
w linie 
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■-vDED 


Detr oit'^^Pnrp i e 
Gang SniasJird 
By Own Greed 


Police 

i 


Say Leaders ( onlti 
Not Stand Prosper! fy 
or Take Orders. 


Detroit, Feb. 24 (/T).— The Pur- 
:>le gang is dead — by its own hnnrP 
'Jealousy and greed did thei" ork 
?ven before repeal o£ prohikiPon 
‘uined the bootlegging and rlrobo! 
cooking b'lsifier^s, says Chief of De- 
fctives Fred W. Frahm. i 

■'“The Purples crumbled frrmi 
within. The big shots couldn't Hand 
prosperity and couldn’t take orders.^ 
?Thc final blow came last fail wiicn- 
lAbe Axler and Eddie Fletcher, lypi- 
;Cal Purple gangsters, who rose 1o 
power in a weakened organization, 
were put on the spot in their own 
car.^* 

Kidnaping, robbery, extort inn. al> 
eoltol rooking and boat in.., nnii - 
dcr— all were widUen in llu- mob's 
record here, until the law and guns 
in the han?.s of their own members 
caught up with those around whom 
the gang had been built. 

^ “No one is certain how the gang 
Igol its name,” said Frahm, “It may 
|have .slart'-d when some merchants 
;on the East side called a bunch of 
'petty thieve, s ‘Purple,’ meaning otT- 
. color. Anyway, this bunch of kids, 
numbering 40 or 50, grew bolder as 
they grew older, and in' ltl2fi the 
name 'Purple Gang’ had gained a 
sinister aspect.” 

4 In July, 1930, Jerry Buckley, 

I radio commentator, who had waged 


■ a campaign against gambling, was 
I shot to death in a hotel lobby. The 
case still is unsolved, ' three men 
having been tried and acquitted, 
but the police began pushing the 
gang so hard that quarrels among 
its membars were rumored, revenue 
-fell off, and many of the members 
|left tou;n. 

[ Police said the conviction of Ray 
.jBernstcin with Irving Milbcrg and 
L Harry Kcyw'oll in the Coll wood 
‘Manor Massacre would “w^hip” the 
^Purples. 'Three brothers, alleged 
Headers of the gang, left Detroit. 

^ AxIct and Fletcher, whose b*^dies 
"w'Cre found only a few months ago, 
were said by police to have been 
the last of tl>e. o 1d;time Fni pirs. 
w^ho tried to remain' inTjetr^ 'it and 
.reorganj^^the old gang^ 

iCir* -■». .• . .. ■■ * . 
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Tfvo Found Slain on I 
j 'Ride’ Near Delmi 

t>ETKOIT, Xc V. 26 — Thb 
boding of Abft Axlcr, 34, and Eddie 
Fletcher, 33, Detroit and Kew York 
police characters, vrrp. found in an 
Hutomobile near fn^ hionable Bloom- 
field Hillg today. Both had been 
*hot to death. 

The men apf.ri^ rMly had bc-cn 
*l%in several hours before. Ench 
been shot five times. Folic ! 
Ilieved the men had been slai i 
[lile riding In th^ car and that 
eir slayers had been with thei^ . 




V\-3.-1-3S 




(9lakA-A^VJJ,A.i 


2 of ^Purple Gang 
5 ^ Killed in Detroit 


, I DETROIT, Nov- 26 (AP).— S^^lin 
'in the manner of gangland, fi^e 
bodies of Abe Axler, 34, Deti'oif. 
public enemy and long known to! 
-New York police^ and Eddie | 
Fletcher, 32, iuentiTi^ -wiLh Axier 
in underworld ac^mei here since 
.1926, were founcl7CT^'. today in 

■ an automobile Tle^:^asliionable 
‘Bloomfield Hills^fll^i- r 

The bodies werfTifi^tlSftrcar of 
a car owned by Asftr's wife. An ■ 
' autopsy indicated ^ ™ ^ficn had 
been dead thirty nnhutes. Each 

■ had been shot five times. 

Both men were reputed mem- 
bers of the ‘‘Purple Gang" 


■ ^ r’l ^ ■ 


pcpartmciit of 31 u'^!''‘p 
625 Lafayette 


Detroit Lllciu^.cM. 
Nove.'uber 20 .1 





!. 

• ;vir. L--’' 



Director 

^ ^ 'T' -n*- jr% A 

u±v wx ox»^a uxuu 

U, 3. Department uf justice 
;vashington, D. C* 

Dear Sir: 


Tiiere are bein^^ trails;! iii 
clippings taken from The Detroit 
^7hich concern the murder of tv;o all^^god members of tlie Detroit 
min;? lip V/* t1 at* f^nii vrH i a .V "n'l , 


jted iierawlth iiev;s papier 
j of Z^ovcrriber 27, 1933 




are allegedly re^oguiaed as Detr/iiL iublic Dnemies Kos, 1 ana 
It will also be noted tliat the criiijinal records of the two 
above individuals are set out in these clippings. 


' -f; "»h 


H ^ 1 


For the Division’s In !"ormatioi: with L^egard tc 
information, jXease be advised that cue Detroit 
Police namber of iixler is 29655 and Fletcher, 26541. 


X i-LigCJ. J. 


hX;MED 


Very truly yours. 



fin, Larson 

Dpecial ^igsnt in Charge 


if 
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The 

Detroit 

Times 

' 11/27/33 





Mill- L.L.1 


Uill I 


Abe Axler and Eddie Fletcher, machine 
gun terrorists of the Purple gang and recog- 
nized as Detroit’s Public Enemies One and 
Two, had died today as they lived — by the 
gun. 

Their bullet-riddled bodief, returned from their 
last ride in an isolated road in Oakland County early 
yesterday, lay in the Lewis Unclcvlaking Parlors, 7739 
John R. street, awaiting shipment to New York’s East 
Side, their former home, for burial. 

Meanwhile, police of Oakland and Wayne eoiuilios soiishf 
the motive of Detroit gangland's Infest slayings and girded 
themselves to i)revcnt reprisals from the few surviving 
members ot the once powerful Piirples. The double slaying 
marks llio fust time Purples ha\e been taken for a ride. 

T^IT I I:J? 

« j.# Ji ■' -- M. m 

Detectives were checking: informal ion today that a gang 
of alcohol distillers had ihe l wo ki^d for double-crossing 
them last Summer. The report is that"^diile the, distillers were 
in jail or hiding from police, ♦ ^ 

Fletcher and Axler look charge 
of their distilleries but failed to 
turn over the profits. 

The two gunmen, inseparable 
sirTcc IhHr arrival from New York 
w'lTm thpy joined Fred "Killer*’ 

Burke and the laic CIuf Winkler in 

D i rl n -ii i f- «a 1-1 rl Vi 1 1 ft f* I." 1 n ft rl h n 

- 

have been charged with practkally 
every crime of roccud. were fovmd 
one clasping 'the other'a hand, their 
bodies riddled, In the rear seat of 
a new car bejonging to Mrs. Evelyn 
Axler, wife^of Abe. 

It Hvfla pa^ed ju5t off the Qua/r 
ton road, 100 yaids east of Tele- 
graph road, facing, cast, m the ex- 
clusive Bloomfield Hill section, and 
powder burns convinced police the 
death gun.s wore pressed against 
the victims' bodies. 

Jdentificaiion was traced fii-st 
through the license number of Ax- 
ler’s car. The identifications were 
quickly corroborated by police, long 
f^iiuiliar v/ith the pair, and later by 
the widows. 

Fred Lincoln, Bloomfield Town- 
ship residential policeman, found 
the bodies, still warm, when he 
opened Ihe door of the sedan, be- 




lieving U to contain petters, at 2 
a. nT. >'cstcrday, 

Sevcjal Detroit homicide squad 
detectives, Oakland County dep- 
uties and underworld cronies of 
the jjnngslcrs believe Axler and 
Fletcher wTre killed in reprisal for 
"an old debt." 

"11 lev bad a great many ene- 
iule«i and had been accused of 
numerous murders, including Ibo 
nuichine gun massacre of three 
men In the Miraflo^s Aparttnent 
Mu Fast street In 

ItlJO," “John HoTIma n , lieutenant 
in “charge of the^spcciai investi- 
gaiicii squad, said. "It Is likely 
Krmto friends dr relatives of mur- 
der \’lct1ms caught up with 
them.'* 

Intimates of the two revealed to 
the Times that both hoodlums had 
been back" in. Detroit Ihe last 10 
days after having jumped their 
$1,000 bonds while awaiting trial as 
public enemies. The real reason 
they hed, the Times was told, was 
that they feared arrest in connec- 
tion wHb the 3-year-o1d kidnaping 
of Abe P’cjn, sportsman, for whose 
abdnriion Joseph "Red" O’Rlordan, 
also a^iged former mcqpbet of 
the. Killer Burke kidnap mob, is 
now n waiting trial. 






If Detroit has >een pverloo)ce4 la, of gaagetearii^^ 

liberty to write you as ‘ I am bae ifcoae :l^,itiii»tp"^^j^ 
m I was given the opportunity to 'either 

I loiown as the ,^"Purple Gang" take' over ny buslnsBe or be foihitf^to 
the Detroit river* . '. ' - :--'v .=^■.^■:■;^v ^ \ ';'v: 

I is serving race ■': results to clients iwhlcht'linbO^^^^ 
r has been legalized In various sections of the’ coiaitryi lb‘'ebna 
in Detroit* Several years ago this sob ' cans to ioy office"^ ah<it^^ 

^pi^ ta^e charge and if I didn't. £l3os it ny l»dy, would be^^^^ 
the Detroit river* The head of this isob ijraek Iwirimdtihl^ 
brothers are all killer, of the worst type * , Several df thls';!^^^' m 
Berviidjg^^^ la the state prisons*' fat I *ibi| compelled td\l^tf* 



vw^parasltes run^^^i^ business and take the \ biggest cut of , the profits'^ 
death* '■ ■'■ ■- " " '■"^■' ' ■•■■'■ 

. ■ - _ 

- At the tl*ae they took bver’'flor business there wore eeVeiSLl ^bt^ 


death* .v,,.:;,.. 

I • 4 . ^ .a ^ ^ ■* ■ ■ — ^ ^ --- — ^ L'_. -1 h'‘-' -'' _ > ' 4 . ' ' '•'-V 


.Small concerns of the seme type idilch were order 
-under penalty. of : 

j pjjgy .^hat yoft wlU havc wur d epaxtmefit i 
_ Investigation of the "Purple Gang" activities In 
v^^pi;.,the same , dose your d epartment has given some of 


ed^losed by the kbl 


also collected with the dope end liquor rackets her 

_ . ■ V' ... .-. . ..-■ .- • < .>...'■ 

■ ■- ■ .. . , ,....". ■ V...5 ilv . 


. ef . tkem. 

not give you my name but an invest i^ti 






and 

;est* They ,are^ 


1 have to you above is true and 1 trust yon. will -^do "everythin 
in your power to rid Detroit of this mensioe and put %he8#'" 
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Mr. E. A. Hoover, 

c/o Department of Jtistice, 

Washington, D.C, 
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622 Women Arrested Here in 
Past 20 Months; Conditions 
in First Precinct Scored 


Rumors tliafc a white slnvo rin& 
operating out of Detroit, Tvlich,, 
controls a larf^e portion of Wash- 
ington's vice are being investigated 
by Commissioner Melvin C. Ha&cn, 
The District head today received 
a report from Captain William E, 
Holmes, commander of the First 
Police precinct, on the work of two 
detectives assigned to the investi- 
[ gation of vice in the riowntouTi 
section which revealed that of a 
total of U53 arrests made ’oy tlie 
pair In the last 20 months, 622 
were women. 

First Precinct Bad 


Numerous complaints about the 
evil in the First precinct have 
been made to Commissioner 


Hazen, and police have been in- 
structed to investigate the opera- 
tions of out-of‘town persons en-' 
gaged in white slave practices. 

Police lieadouarters detectives 
are tracing the rumor that the 
Detroit gang is operating here by 
investigating the records of each 
person an^ested on charges of so- 
liciting. 

Most of those arrested arc 


and it is said that there is a con- 
stant influx of recruits for the il- 
licit trade. 

The detective bureau is in con- 
stant communication by telegraph 
with the police of other cities in 
an attempt to_ get conclusive evi- 
dence of the local operations of 
the Purple Gang. 


Law Seen Weak 


One of the deterents to sl.amp- 
ing out the social evil here, it was 
pointed out by District officiaU, 
is the local law which fixes the 
police collateral for soliciiing at 
$25. 

Corporation Counsel , K. 

PreKy drafted a bill for 

congresisonal action which will in- 
crease this penalty to $100. 


K 


w 



<i» 


wash 


NEW YORK TIMES, FRIDAY, APRIL 5, 1935 


'Purple Gang^ Bandit Held. 

Special Ln Tju: New York Tuiks. 1 
NEWARK, N. J., April 4.-Vict ir 
Connellaiii ^15 yf'ars old, of Detro: t, 
said to be onr of the last survivors 
of the "I^uplc Gang" of that cit^* 
was arrested Tuesday in Hoboken 
by police cind Federal Secret Ser- 
vice men, it was disclosed today at 
the Secret Service office here. The 
off^e holds a warrant for the re- 
^al of Connellan to Detroit, 
rre be has been sought since 
Noverriber on a counterfeit! 
Iirge. Ponding removal, hej 
being held at Hoboken Police He^ 
quarters. 
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JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 
* DiacCTOR 


HV/F 
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Wurrau af iimu'iitiijatimi 

11. S*. 0r;iurtmnit nf viJuuticr 


Jiafiljingtmi, 0. CC. 

June 5, 


Time- 6: 05 A. iA 


IvE!v:ORiltIHTIt,i FOR I R. li'/nLAJI 


RE: Detroit lAirpli' Oanc 


"U 


! ■ 


i ri » . 

Mr. •• 
.VI r. I 
M r. I • 
M-- : 
E.li ! 
M; . 

I M:. 

M r 
M '■ 

• 

krf 

V. ' 


The A.cting Captain of the Guard t .1 ei^'joued me this uornlnc; ^ (P~'- 
advised that tv.'o men in an automobile T7c;re at- the Ninth Ntrect Cate; that 
the driver claimed to be an ex-policeman and tv.e man v^ith hiii nas drowsed 
as a v/oman. ^Ihis ex-policeman states that t]'v? nan v.ath hiv.i is a i:x*i:;hcr 
Detroit’s former Idirple Can/^ and he brought. ! t: to the Nedoral "urcau of 

Investigation for questioning by our .Agents, ibi: /-cting Captain of the 
Guard stated that the cx-policeman seexaed to '.fiiid: he had a yocx: thia-* fo" 
the Bureau. 


I telephoned Ir. Ladd of the ’tashiurton field Office rjeht av/’iV 
and received instructions that they v.ere to hi. iield at the Ninth ritr<.ot Nair 
and that lie v;ould have tro Age^nts come dovn j'i - lit aivay to contact them. 1 
transii.i tted this iiiforirjdti on to the Acting Cay'.^kir of the '*uard .;ho st' t{-' 
that he vjould have these ij.en wait until the N :crits slioued up. 


Respectfully, 



R. A. Finkel. 


RECORDED ^ INDEXED 


^ i 


1935 
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JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 
OrRECTOR 


TDQrRCL 


Jl[rbcnil ^Inrcait of <3liilir6ti^attoii 


,S. JlfpnrhuEnl nf .Ijiiotirc 

Cl. 

June 24> 19" S 


me?.ior/j;dum for IuR. tqlson . 







On June 21st 


General^ s office telephoned end st." tod that the telephone 
operator for the J^^ttorney General had just received a 
telephone call which bad been traced to V/oodward and 
Lothrop from someone stating that she possessed considerable 
informstion relative to the workinys of the Purple Gang 
in .Detroit and wfuited to know if ve v/ould be interested 
in chasing this matter down. 


some violation over which _ureau of Investigation 

has primary investigative jurisd: ction, the Bureau v^as un- 
authorized to take any action. 




I informed 


th.^t unless it was 


Respectfully , 



T, D, Quinn. 
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QZJ Brood Stroct Ifetiorcl 
Trenton - - ^ 





AUG8 ,p35 




CpocUl Actot in Cheirsj#- 
Cotroit^ Ulcbif^m^ 


Door Sir# 



ivi'iljiN 

AUG o IS 35-.M* 

ii V , vf j'ji;ii-:E: 




<W v»nr«-/f 

In Trento n, nfao 

ncaoly; 

3Pt*en y< 


oMldlnG the roleeee o 
«mi«ho MS sorvlnj* s 

''rraSryjf • f^Vl »t 

LtMs frou i:«troit isui con mdU d .inwnnsi 

J»!io in tum bed cantsctsd" 

, hadsoirfzt to oljtsin 

he could E^^gggrroa the **i»^*<, the'Jlaoi’of ^SSKSo^t^ 


■'i. 





t^t 




bcenus e ha 

a recMn private „ 

■». — ■ Detroit, in scaac nartner, and tliazi 

probably this office »o'jld be interested. 


the office 





1“^^* 



; ♦ * ii’. 

T d* - > V 



te‘.n 


2 

CO 

t 

O 

:o 


V*>;Si ^ y-‘C ' 






■ / 




Sin* ; 
Ccr^lexloat 
Clnpacterlstlcs* 


35ywe 

£30 lbs. 

5*io* 

Very heavy 
Very dark 
Coal black 
Verj' dark 

Square face, peculiar in appearance; 

Scar over rl^it cyc^ 
possibly frott c IwU or carbuncle# 




(J 


Sp«ol«l ^ Cbftr2«y Dotrolt* 
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I i 


The seoatid na^ 

^i. ' 

teicJiti 
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The 


thljd 


CoE^lexioai 
DuiWi ^ 

Hoin : , \ 

Cbar&cterlslil<w i 


mat 


!■ 


Kelchti 
Wei^t 
Bklri 
^£•1 
^re»l 
liatiocAllbyi 


i 1 


/ 


ITort a Vie 4iaaong rins 
on his left hanl« 


6»a*» 

135 

SO 

Lifht 

Thin 

Ucht 

Tary nloe looldncf possibly 
of JavUh «rtraotlooe . . 


5*«* 

1«5 

Dailc 

31*- 35 

Sasic 

Possibly of Ztcllan sxtraetion* 


'.m- 



state 


her 
and vho Tisl 
crlbodt 
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, Tsoichti 
1st* * . U 
/ Torthi \ 

■'! Poo'iliarit^oet 
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Peatureat 


V Halri 
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5*2* 

Gra^' or hl.ua 
95*105 
81-22 
Good 

Very paeulUT looldn^ possibly duo 
to a aaat In bar 9 ye asking tha syaa 
appear plareis^ or asoss-eyadi slso^ 
aha squints* 

Sharps Siaas har tha i^paaranea of a 

ahraad voaon* 

Bobbad and 4yad blooda* 


Insawyg i as it is balleead that ttiise people vUl ro»ln la 
Trenton uijt^l eoataot oan ba aada allh Charlas Kent and possibly affoot 


/ 


o 



Sp« 0 l 6 l In Charge « 

* ^ ; ■• - 

’• r- /' *■■ '■ ^ V ■ ' ■"=■ •* ^ 


m^frn 


lile It; is desired that y-..-' foyioyr your i'ileifi to 

Moertadn or not any on« .or jU. of tliose ppi'sons ai'o 

ireatpi by ypup offj^oo. " 

/It iU ^equesttti that ypii us «us quickly ac 

"poaaihl* tb iuy da *!•« this office to taJee# 


Voiy ti*i.i 1 ,/ yours ^ 


' '■■ TT4.I.; Lrf yjiV " '" 

Spoeio.1 ■■■■/ '-'h irj, rhrr/e» 



«”' ■** 
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'Night Clerk advises of two men 
Tn car at Ninth Street door - one 
of thorn claiming the other to be a me,.n 
of the Detroit Pnrp e G^ng. 

Matter^ef erred to the Field office. 

Field office advises they were a 
couple of drunks and a memorandum 
is being submitted. 
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Am tsav riin 

AVOW VAAX W WA V 

Detroit •• UlchlL^m 
August 7, I9ilf} 


Special Agent in Charge 
^C^ntOQi Kok Jersey 

Dear Sir: 


Reference is stade to your letter of August 2, 1935, 
relative to thre^ae^«a^a wocan who v.aro seeking the release 
of a prisoner, held ot the Now Jersey state 
Prison, at Trenton, 

A thorough seorch hae been mde of the file in the 
Detroit Offi ce of all know n ciomhera of Detroit •s^'Purple Gang" 
end the noise does not appear as a iceicber of thla 



one ever havin, 
Dane of 



j state that they do not know of any- 
_eted T-lth the "Purple GcEg" by the 



in 

"Pu^le 


From the desorlptlona of the fotn' individuals seek- 
elsase, it is itopossible to identify then with the 


i'i’X-lIc) 


Very truly youre 


HbRiAk 

oo»Bureou 



D. L, Klcholson 
Special Agent in Charge 


niicoRDKD .‘i ii:i;r 
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I M i‘i 




/lUe Q.4935 --^- 

U- I i /' fw ■ ‘ -w :*c ICl 


AUG 12 ’9J5 






. P. .0, Box 1276 
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AIR MAIL 
SPECIAL DELIVER! 


' ■/• ■ 



reo^vodconsider^iblo 




erroneous t^cjSstSB^^^h^pes^re^ilTu^z with reference to out- 
standing fu^tiwee. liowever, as a aatUr of coopon tion, it Is re- 
quested that you advise by wire whether there ere any oute tending 


\j.tH- 


^Baabers^or'vt^ »&ntod. at Detroit, aid .whether the Baj-ecu is te ^: 

. -r-k' oeyt in seeldBS th^tr apprehension. . It will ^ appreclet:^ 

reply as promptly after; the re-' 

. . ... 


Very ti’aly yours. 


DYJICIiX BliAHTLEX, 

Special Agent in Ch£.rge. 


- *. .'+4 ■ - "*1(01 
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FMt Offi«« Box tus 
Dotrolt - Uehlsoa 
Oetobor 8B, 1936 


SpooUl Acnt Is Charfi 
Oklahotts Cltj* OklahoaB 


Doar Sir: 
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V 





r 




r 
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r . 
y 





josr lottos QBAor doto 
thot tho 




Purplo Ossf ozo pirooostljr is Clozonozo asd roquostlsg 
tijot this offieo osoortols Vhotlkor tboro ozo osy outstosdisg 
ibers of this cons ilw ozo lostod* 

this dots, ploo. 

OOS lofOZBSd bj 

>ollos DoportMoti 
ins aosfto s or tbs orlslool Puzplo 
^|h^jsumbsd by tbo Potzoit 
■^^^^^■odriood tbst 

sad FhllipPBrooss, 

V^m^noozo sot rogordod os 
cosl^ttt obo ossoelotod with sssbors of that gosd« 
presostly witod bj tbo Dotrolt PoUeo Doporbaost is 



m 



(^x~iyc) 



oosasotloo 


with tbs aozdor of TZonl piooa os Saptaoibor ST, 1986« at 
Dotrolt. Uahigos. 


\ 


Ds 



i^X^Yc') 

of tbs Bcmi«i 


(laesrpr 



Dotrolt Polios 
tha two abovo 
adttod barowltb. 

wazTosts oro outstosdisd ror tko fwdor 
It ess bo dsfialtoly ostobllfbo^ ^t U 
OlooB Is os ottoiVtod boldsp. 
tbo two BOS zoportod to bo is 
ssd Brosso tbsy bo srrostod ai 

DopartBost osd that tho Dotrolt Polios DoportBsst bo astifiod* 

A oosrob of ^ fllos at tbo Dotrolt Omoo do* 
rsvoal that tbo Buroaa Is taklsg asy airtlTtjrart tn aaotlst 
p^apprahassloa of tho two aboro Bontl<»*d bo^* ^^ 


olds q^llll . 

St oerds asd photographs of 
.bOd and aro bolsg trass- 
advlsod that ”Johs Doa* 
of fn*k Olsas aad that 
diad Broasa anrdarad 
J|s 'raquaatad that Is tha 
tlaroBura aza Idastiflad aa 
d bald for tha Ostrolt Polloa 



AAKtAU 
Eseloauroa 
eo-Buraau \ 


Tbry trsly yoora 

* 

t 

\ 

I. 7. Baat | 
facial Agaat la 



F i B!’PLA*' OF 

UUi 28 iS2j 

^a^|a_ ' ^ 


■J- 
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Send thejollowing mettage, tubject to the terms on book hereo/,^9^ which are hereby agreed to 

•' Detroit, ISichigae 
Oct. 25, 1935 

D« Brantla 7 

Federal Bureau of Inyeatlgatlon 
U. S. Depertmeat of Justice 
224 Federal Building 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 

NO OUlSTftNDINO MEl®EiB^DRPLE GANG WANTS) AIRMAILING PHOTOS FINGEEPKINTS 



ANTHONT^nCKAS AND PHILII^ROWNE ViANUD FOR MURDER AT DETROIT FORIACK.Y 
ASSOCIATED WITH MEMBERS PURPLE GANG V.HKIiEABOUTS UNKNOWN 


AAM;AM 
5s45 p.m. 
00 -Bureau 
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[ I [) [ k si ; J -j 
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UNITED STATES BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION- 


irmi I.'j, ( ., ' , , 

.ill C.-iC Oi<lGlr4ATED A*r Oklahona City^ Oklahoma 


. /• 

FIL.E NO. 33-60 


•i 


i'fjp<r MAUt AT: 


I 


date whom made. : 


■J: , Cit 7 * Okla. 11/37/35 


UIIKNO'.VN SUBJECTS^ 

(Alleged Members Purple Gang, 
r<vtroit,_Kiclii&aii) 


PERIOD FOR WHICE-r MADE::: 

10/23 to 11/15/1; 




OHARAOTER OF CAEEj 

Identification 

(Fingerprints) 


I " 

, WE 

. . . 

• T„ O 


V ; «r li 1 1 S OF FACTS; ■ 


irluB?|{ 


D.f.lTLS: 


'eceived infonnation that memhera of the 
Detroit Purple Gang were operating a night club between 
Tulsa a^d Claremore, Okla,^ Photographs and fingerprints of 
Anthon 3 '^^cmas and PhllliL^ovne were obtained fran.theiDe-' 
troit office, and the photograph of Philip Browne under 'the 
alias of Harry Miller was tentatively identified as being 
one of the persons In the vicinity of TulsA,. Brown© and . 
Thomas wanted for ro-irder by Detroit Police Department* 


At Oklahoma City, Oklahoma,, 




li*.#.' T W&irf 





? on t ac tod ttie - Okianaua' * 

wr.iacb, end^tated that he had information.^to the effect, that, two .rnemher a 
;».aro1t Purple Gang are presently in Claremoro^ Oklahoma*. He requested tiat in^-* 

; . L( u*tion be obtained as to whether any of the outstanding members of thle gang 
1 . if hi be presently wanted, A letter was directed to the Detroit office on 
urut.v.er 23j 1935 requesting Information concerning membera of Detroit Purple !- 
Gtiniij and a letter was received from the Detroit offlce^uhder^da^jej^of^ 
stating that there were?' presently 'no^ctttsti^dini^^^b^s^'oC^w 
iurple Gang who were wanted for any offenses wil^in th^^ K 
Felice Departm ent* Phot^ogranha and nhotostatlAiJS OpiW^c^ 



AiiT/gony Thomas, 


wer^^rarsmi tted to the ..Oklahoma -City office* 




*- -• DO NOT Write in TNmfe*WRAcn 


■Acn ■ 


ANO 

I Cr’.VAHPf 3: 

.- •>* 


Cf^PIES OF THIS REFOIET FURNrSH^ 

/ / 

_ / ^ 

; - Bureau 


!>>ICCIAL AaCNT 

tN CHAROC 




RECORDED ANO INDEXEDt 


Datroit 
iv'-VAa City 

i,' ■ . ■ V'.t‘ 


MS 


UNireO SfATEE CHECKED OFFt 

DEC A AM. 'pa;i 2— .9351 

Of^ VEEtlOA TIPH 

HOUT.Ap'- 
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*r ‘.. ' • . '■ v:' * ■ , ; _ . ■ . ' • { 

tliat these individuals are not' regarded as member? '^f 
' T ' the original Purple Gang^ but that they were associated with members of 

gang^ and are presently wanted by the Detroit Police Department in conne'’'?-.n 
with the murder of Frank Olsen on September S5^ 19!^ at Detroit in an at- 
tempted holdup* 

^ Copl e a 0 photographg wer e furni shed tc 

- . j- ^ 




'had'^o^alned 'IBTdhna tlotf eomcerning the p^tleF and'thaf ,yi 

■ SFfi^h. oi Phllip”^owna alias JohnfStone alias Harry^iller alias Percy/lb. 

alias Phillipl Brown had been tentatively identified^ as that of a perso” ?'■ ' /y /\ 

uau J~u VUO YXU±il-LWy 4,UJLOa aUU. Vi.c’ 1 j VlkXCliXV-ftUCl i U4-Jf • ( Av^ 

•' . lUlea^ Oklahomai» 

*i *fc A k * - V -i. A ***• -’-7^ ■ - ■•■ ■ 





.„’ ' Age: 



the Purple Gang- had come to Tulsa; whera 
they stopped at the Mayo Hotel* Hiese men leased the TTillow Night Club, 
located on the main highway between Tulsa and Claremore , and Just outside- 
of Tulaa County within the boundaries cf Docers Countv. 


« V • * 

* /•' 

— - 



been 

. to secura data as to the^reglstrntions of these Individual^ at the MapHotoli 
" and < had not been abla to identify them by name "or otherwise. He stated t\rit 
"^th^"^1filldw'Nl^t Club and the Sheridan' Ni^t Club are operated as dancinr md 
gsanbling houses^ and that complete gambling equipment had been installed 
the billow Night Club; that these men were supposed to have obtained a 
with some silent partner, who was a resident of Tulsa or Claremore^ and 
identity is unicnowii; that they did not share with this partner the proCj !:■ :> 
taken in the operation of the billow Night Club> and that after operat.lr^? I’cr 
about two or three weeks the partner attempted foreclosure proceedings, c: 
least to close up the club^ In order to force a settlement; that a Deputy 
Sheriff from Claremore went out to the club to close it, whereupon he rr- 
taken into custody by the members of this gang^ who kept him confined at v 
club until they loaded all the gambling equipment Into trucks, and took it * ? 
some unknown destination. The club was then closed^ the Deputy Sheriff 
leased, and these m m are supp osed -^have gone back to Detroit, this beinr 
about November 1st* 





ft 

t 

?■ 


O 




A/ > - Vi, .. . ‘itjvl - ,'. ..v* ^ ■ ,j 

• j^- *' *. *•» '.’ * r ^ • “v.- ' ^ 






was advised as tr 

6 ©a or mirffer^'penSTB^n^roCroTr’a^aTSS^TIEOTiaa and Browne, and 
^j ' the daslre otvih©^^ Beparttneut to cause their apprehension# ^ 

'Ha stated thar;hi%f V^^iavedi able to' ascertain the P?psent . 

wb^abouts ofi^tbe man ^0 ‘opet^ ffillo w Hleht Club as he >- 

bo arff^i tb^ bbd^ gone *:ba<jk ^ to^De trdi an d t ha t 

might b^^bl^t^ascerta^ something definite aa“to lUtiir present wneie 
abouts^WmH^^^^^^B stated that there was a rumor that two of th^rro 
men had agal^com^t^^PBa for the purpofje of reopening the Tillow 
Cluh^ but that he had not been able to verify this information, 

J ‘ ' ' ■ Since It appears that no Federal violation is Involved, and 

1*'. Tt»tTHnrifl« 1 rt rm H Wft H t*riT 1 flflt 1 fixation TUlTDOSaS Onlv^ thlS 10 ^! '-f^r 

‘ — 

"''Is considered closed by the Olclahoma Oity office# 

Copies of- this report aye heln.^ furnished to the Detroit offic 
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Foot orfieo Box BULB 
Detroit t liicbieGn 


HamcitviKa^ 9 

AJ-W%Ui«AVM^ Mp 


1935 

r 


/ ■■ 


Special Agent in Chetrse 
O'.aaiiossa City» Oiciahoaia 

• ftip SIp: Ro: 

/ > a/-wA 

'-^A ‘ ' 


wmovsi SUBJECTS^ 

{Alleged Hessbers ^tx^ile 
OaneT^Detroit » Uldiigmt] 
Identification tFingeiTrlnts) 


Reference le made toieport of 3peoiol Agent 
Cklehcnaa City, Oklnhocsa, dated 11/27/3S* PXoase be 
aJ!ln£or=atloa /f/yntninttA in referenoe report 



'\A' 


I * 

V 


miij < -»d 


y In tbe oity of Detroit ^^re Jtmd been aaotStf nordor dur- 
Ing the^oaaisolQ^^^^^aldjm^tlCh eriiao |paalted in the arrest of ' 
Astkcn^^'hoanOf been orreated " 

that in Sspteriljor 1955 there h-M bee^^^l^^Tn^mrder at 647 Sood- 
bridco Street, Detroit, UlohiG^an; that Anthony Thoaaa had been identified 
a^Jsig^Jngllc^nd in that I'-'iTder; also that It is bolleTed Philip Browne, 
vaa the man vAo drove tho oar in this holdnp end . 
Sgaer^i^refergM^j^^^^^mr aurder, whioh happened approsdutely ' ' 
two weeks ,«igo,f||||||^mHBBbated that inaaeaioh as. Anthoaj^hoaaa.; : 
:^na Phillp'/'^hrownralTas Harry I’/lller have been associated in varlons 
f vices in the city of Detroit * it Is quite possible Browne retujrned to ' 
riitroit and was nloo involved in tho second murder, as tho^ driver of^ 

V’>vt ccr has not boon Identlflc^d to date. } 


• . J- 

i < V ^ 

5 -iv' 
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vtiv troll, ' ‘f 
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n!.'-ri’9-<5 I 

■ t -'*• liest j 

• ■:};•>... 'rtl Agent in Chei^^ 

'\..r 


ricrATc 

i,*4. C 1L :i ■’' • •'( • 
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U. S. [II i/ m-il - 1 (>| ' 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


L i>rm ! 

T» JIS CAtlv OI^IGINATEO AT 


OlclAliQinA Oity* Okl&licsnft 




tiEi-L.f.r .viAoe AT 

DATE WHEN MADE 

PERIOD FOR 
WHICH MADE 

Oklt. . City, (Scla. 

1/10/36 

12/19, 20, 30/3E 


I T!TI_F. 

i auiOtfOM SOBJECTS, ' 

I (.I'Jleged Members Purple Gang, 

I il :Lci~olt. Michigan} 


REPORT MADE BY 


wmZT) 


CHARACTER OF CASE 


IdentltlcaticiL 
( Fin gerpri nts } 


£LrN:jr^iis of facts: 


All gambling establishments in ^Isq. County^ Okie* taaTO been 
closed due to a Grand Jury iUTestigation In/epnnoetion with 
the death oF two men occurring. at the Sherldan^Olub in the 
early part cF December^ 1935» OFFicirs of •the State Birem' 
of Criminal IdentiFlcatlon and Inyestlgeitioa ataie that ^ 
there has been no Indication that'the pere^obs wanted For 
murder at Detroit have been in the Ttcinlty of Thlaa^ , , . 




i Ji’SHENCEx, Letter from Detroit office dated Decent>er 2, I936t 

■ ^ V./-' ^ ^ V 

, . ■ . . ■ ' j * *■'- " . ' 

Ji \ I ^ 

At Tulsa, C&lah.oma* 

For the general infomatibn of the Bureau: and the Detroit of- 
fiftiii gambling activities in Tulaa County, Oklahoin^ were suspended in the early 
part of DDcesiber, 1935, and All habitues not bei^ arrested have departed for 
I-tirta unknown. 'Biese activities were suspen^efi due to a JSrand Fury Investlgs- 
tlua in connection with tl^murder of Georgj^^tewart, fonner .police!, off leer at;. 
iMiaa, Oklahoma, and Iowl^5|Psppan, special-^^^loyee of 'the j^^ates 

Ha/enue Bureau, occurring ^ the Sheridan Club, Three ;emploj^W;’bf^, this club 
have been indicted by the (*ran4 Jury for, these murders,' and:'ths-Grand^Ju^ has»S^^^ 
ti'dered the closing of the Sheridan Club' and all similar e'st’bbliipihm^^^ 

Agent has had frequent contacts w 



ApPROVtn 
FOl- V.’ 


COPIES or THIS RESORT 

ii - Bureau 
a - Detroit 
t - Oklahoma City 


MS 


i « ‘ 


.. ... .. \ ‘.'''TTIT'iYP'-^ 
.'r il7 VM 
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, DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES, » ■ ■ - .v - 
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.fAi^l'l'fl 1936 :: 
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JAN 1? |93(; 
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i(i6 InformatioD wbicb ha had obtained prevloasl^ relative to the poss ible 
pwaenoe i n Talsa of Anthony Tho oiaa and PIillllp Browne was 

hat the Willow had never reppe 
eg was contained I n the report of this agent of 
l^ovember 27, 1935 .^■^■IjlHlIllllllilllll^^^^ere actively engaged, in the /t> 
general Inveetigatio^^rowi^^H^^^^^WWrer of Stewart and Pappan rala- 
Utk) to ganbling activities, and they have contacted many many confidential 
] jfi;riiidnts and others connected with the underworld and particularly gambling 
ricr-ivltles in Tulsa County. They stated that they had exhibited the photograph 
nroen alias Harry Hiller to many of these informants, but had not been able 
ecure any information indicating that Browne was In the vicinity of Ihlsa, 
till retains the photographs, and stated that if Browne should 


Ci 

to 


I 



UIB appearance in Tulsa, he would cause hla apprehension,^ and ;.oon®iahieate;V"^'^: ; 
Ki tb the Police’ Departmen't at' Detrolti ’'''^ ”’*' ■ 


It appears that there is no further invest Igatioh :;that. can be pon«* 
dticted by the Bureau In connection with this matter* 
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DstrAtb Mich*' June*26el&!56* 


Mr«JoE<lgitr Hoover 
Dept*of Juatloe 
Washington's *0 •* 





Dear Sir; 


How can jwi expect us to run our businsss «> that iro oa^ pax iiiccir^ tfxep. 
if you ail Off this nan Eobert^iehor, reputed front man for the ruiple^Oaufs to 
violate the Federal laws by bringing in hore several prints of the fight 
p iotTires and then holding us up for them*' 

Formerly. the prints were made here nhich gave somebody some vrcrk pI 
least but norr tliey are so greedy that they bring them all in and ffhon 
offer to do the seme they threaten us ititii violence* 

How ocoe tiiat you p rotoct then, by letting then do this in violeticn 
of the law if we are not protected agaiuet then*’ 

We think that this is an outrage and you ^ould investigate this ir ttor 
right now and not let these gangsters malce thousands every year at this 
racket and pay no inoome tax «get away with it 

Cent we have some proi‘estion*pleaso*’ 

We are thuartitg you will not let enyon a see this letter because xe doni 
want no stinl: boUbs put in our theatres or else the back blown up, or ever; 
worse •' 

Everybody her© seems to know "khat la going on except your men who fiho>ilu 
be giving us protection and wo dont dare to ootrplain to thorn locally* Otit.* of 
these days there is going to bo somothing serious happen and there f.lll he s* 
fine stink about it* 

If they can bring in the prints why cant we? Wo can buy them rJ.lrif]>t 
but they woiA stand for us bringing thorn ln,Eo it is by your departir^?T;t that 
they have tu» where they want us 4^: 


Detroit Theatre Cwnora* 





* ^ 






Washington* D*C« 
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II. JS* Jli'pnrhuciit nf 3Jnc«lif i' 

610 Alonzo Ward Hotel Building 
Aterdeoaij South Dalxta 
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Direotor, 

y Federal Bureau of Investigation 

/ TV_ •> U4 n n ri 

IIBtg JU* WJA^ Jjt P \J 9 

Bear Sirt 

At the suggeation o 
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uamu Ui Aiill oiiTertJiom, aiiae snoi g yuLverB ana nou iwaxaur • — iiiai- \p ; 
this Silverthom was a member of~thei ^rpIe G ang in Detroit, and 'was 
purposely arrested with a stolen automobile In his possossion at 
Deadvrood, S, Dak., in order that ho might be given a prison sentence 
to keep the Purple Gang ITom putting him on the spot. Silverthom 
was later paroled about December, 1935 • 

That in 1932 or 1933 Silverthom v.'as the driver ot 
getaway cars for the Purple Gang and that Kenneth hoops on and a 
irmn by the name of ^ Shak y" wore members of tlie Purple Gang also, and 
are presently livii^l 20214^ Keating Ave., Detroit, Mich* That 
Silverthom left Sioux Falls on a bus Aprll5* 1936, for his mother's 
homo in Midway, Pa» (h)['l~)(C 

a nogro named TjUl lam.lLee, a 

former inmate of the South Dakota iVison, is at presait residing ai: 

510 Stookton Street East, San Franqisco. Calif* That Lee is also a 
member of the Purple Gang and is A^fSaa.ae for this gang, smuggling dope,, 
guns, Jowelr^^ul^^ptoo^vests^^Btea^wkmfits^eto^, to and from 

China. ThatlH|HB|H|HBH||||pH||^^ Daytona 

Beach, Fla., T^T^o5BT^^^^55^RIiom'"Hn3n!a^T^r^ior vdio is a 
'chonlat, who makes explosive pills that kill Instantly upon being 


.v-TYc"^ 

U I ' ^ > 


^'bYiYc^ 


throTUa on the floor# 
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mOUljED&INDKXFD 

T>i«*h Silverthom i/vas formerly connooted with & count^^r*"’ 

,.*• -feiting ring at 602 Monroe Street, Minneapolis, Mlon*, and that the 
party formerly living there Is at the present time incarcerated in 
Leavenworth Penitentiary, but there is supposed to be some counterfeit 
money buried in the basement of 602 Monroe Street. 
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No. 2 
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Silverthorn oanta to South Dakota in a stolen Chervrolet 
ooupe and abandoned the automobile at Beulah, "Tlyc*, and he was 
returned to Deadwood, S. Dak*, and sent to prison* According to tliis 
informant Silverthorn was supposed to be connected with a kidnaping 
in Detroit, where a 19 year old girl was kidnaped end transported, 
to Canada, later being released on the payment of Sld.OOO to 
Silverthorn end other members of the Purple Gang* That Silverthorn 
was apprehended end brought to trial on this kidnaping charge* 
However, that the Victim had fallen in love with him during the time 
that she was held, and would not identify him as the kidnaper, and 
acoordingly Silverthorn was released* 


That three days after Silverthorn married his 
present wife, named Bertha , his father-in-law was slain, end $16,000 
of insurance was paid to Bertha* That Silverthorn was questioned 


4 M 1*.4_ 

A lyjr U41U VM ilXB XCtbiiQl **l*U”*^euri CIO iUJlUliVe^ ^ 

having a perfect alibi, he was released* 


nuwevDi-, 



^Aronson, 117 Forest Street, Lead, S* Dak*, 
o be a member of the Purple Gang also, and 


is at the present time at Midway, Pa*, visiting Silverthorn* 



^Silverthorn has a machine 
gun burled under the home of his mother-in-law at Midway, Pa., and 
that he is supposed to be an export shot* That Silverthorn is 
practicing shooting every day, and is supposed tj^be a killer of the 
worst type* ^LV-iV/- 'VlO 



IB very much interested in learning the presont ;*ereabouta oj 
Silverthorn, as he is suspected of having murdered one Joe/.Kljithe 
on March 27, 1936, at Sioux Falls, S* Dak* That a bullot removed 
from the murdered man's head had been forwarded by the Sioux Falls 
Police Department to the Technical Laboratory in Washington, and tlsat, 
it being known that Silverthorn had a ,J2 automatic, if the fatal 


0 


No. 3 

bulliet is fouad to be from a gun of such calibre, murder charges 
will be brought against Silvarthom by the Sioux Falls Police 
Department. 


Photographs of Silverthom and of William Lea are 
being enclosed with this letter to the Director* The numbers on the 
photographs are South Dakota Penitentiary numbers. 

This Information is conveyed to the Bureau for 
wliaterer action it deems advisable. 


Very truly yours. 


'(■(■ERNER HAHN I 
Special Agent in Charge 
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EFEiRD 

A 5 _?QA'^ 2_12 


■"‘t-'f; 1 >/ 
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■ *•.■;,■ ' ■■ 


Auguet 10, 1?36 






■jh ••::>•..■ % 

*1 ■’**" -t' *• ' ' 


L*r, 

SttCr«i SsttIog Division, 
f r«nsui7 pepsrtstnt, . 

, Vssblnfton, D, . . C«;. .';• ’, 

■■/■'■' v-TV • :-. - V=^''’V 


Dear Slrt 


The Buruau is In receipt of infonaation obtained 
rron e oonfldontlal source to the effect that a counter- 
feiting rlAA was fonaerlj operated at 602 Uoiiroe Street, 
lUaneapo!U.e, IlinneBota* 

It la further indicated tJiat although the activities 
of this ring have been groatljr curtailed by reason of the 
fact that the party living at this ailiroao is, at tho present 
tl&e. Incarcerated in the Leavoovrort}! ?enltonti.ar7, there is 
supposed to bo sens couatarfelt n^nc/ buried in tne bacea^t 
at this address. 

il^Qifgh t>iA -Bur^Bu ifi unable tfO toucU £qt the 

authenticity of this stateeent, sane is being furnished you 
for your inforaatioa end any attention yon stay deea appro- 
priate* 


T/nv^vf +vwiTtr 
f V* J f 


f 

■L 


John Zdgar Hoover, 
Director* 









o 


EFEsRD 

62-29632-12 


i j 


V'^Y 


August 10, 1936 


Ta^. 


62-29632 


. -i:, .r 

- • Special Agfittt lu Cbargo, 

/T^ijw; ■■'A.i * y JiftoksaaTille, rxorids. 

' /> : ■ r= -...VV ' ■ -■^. ‘ . ; ; 

‘ ' (illegod KsJBbora Purple Gettg, 

’ 3^tralt, Hlchlgiin) 

Identification - (i ingorprints) 

Bser Siri 

The Bureau is in receipt of a letter froa the Aberdeen 
y Office dated Julj 25* 193 6 vhlch__gfitg forth tb ^ reaulta of an 
iuterviee hod «11 



«r«> * w 

cause instaataneous death upon being tlirown on the floor. 

& vle» of this statement the Burc&u desirec that en 
appropriate chock be cade at 335 Soutli Atlanta Avenue for the 




pU4 


.4 d « e- 1_ ^x* m ^ ^ 


as the veracit/ of these etateaents. 


Ver/ truly yours, 


John Edgar Hoovei*, 
Director. 






KEESS3 




o 


EFEiRD 

62 - 29632 -;^ 


■ ^ ■ 




iug^nt 10 , 1936 




• . V *' 
viti 4 iii 




62-29632 

Spttolml igeat la C^ge, 
8ui Fraaeisco, Calif or&itu 


‘ v'^' \ *’ ’V 


t\ >* ' . 

< ' 


fiat wnwoia SOBJECtSi 

I M Wifcr»* w « <M* >-*vv 

Detroit, >U.ehican) 
Identification - (i" insorprlnto) 


'‘S 


Dear Siri 


She Quroau is in recolpt of a letter from the Aberdeen 
Office dated Jaljr 25, 1^36jKhl^_getH X'orth the reaulta_gfl 
Intenrlev had with «i 


/ 

• .-■‘ir’ 


During the coureo of this intti'vievj 
Inforuntloa to the effect that a former iumat^l^B^outS^ako^ 
Prison, one lllliBa I^ie, is at the pr«£»ent time residing at 510 
Stockton Street Sast, San Franoisoo, Cbllfomia* he further 
indicated that Lea ie allegedl 7 a aembor of end a fence for the 
Purple Gang and is engaged lu smuggUng dope, guns, JevelrF, 
bnllot-proof vests, and steel helacts to and from Chino. 

In view of thiQ atfi'tvBcnt tlit! 5ur@au desires that an 
appropriate check b® ssde b/ your offlct at 510 Stoc kton Street 
£art, for tiie purpose of determining the veracity 

Very truly yours. 


C. 


John Edgar Hoover, 
Director. 


/ 


'H 


Lr'. 


/V‘ 


■^v 

\J. 





EFEtBD 

62-29632-12 


'.\'= X- 




Auigust lOf I';>36 


i;ECOIii>SE; 62-29632 
-; .V. . flpeetal Ajpnt in Charge, 

~ J:* a* »_....' M a. a. w> 

. »|>0rQ»«l» Doaw iWKQUU 


ilet DNKHOiai SCBJiLCTSt 

(Alleged Heabora 1'. rpXe Cang, 
Detroit, Michigan) 
Idoatlftcation - (ringerprlnte) 


Dear 51rt 


setting forth 
had elthf 


fief Cuenca ia nads to jrour letter of Juljr 25, 193^ 


Interview 




Offic 
jiart&en’ 


paragraph 

f the Sitnot FaHa, South Dakota Polic e De- 
ed that Bill Sllvcrtliorn. with c-Iiascc, 





la Police 

It is 

indioated therein that the bullet resoviMl fros the ourdered aon'e 
head vaa forwarded b/ the Sioux Foils Police Departnent to the 
Teobnical Laboratory of ibis Bureau to detursiinc whether aana wae 
a *32 oallber autonatic bullet* ^ou arc adviacd that a chock cudo 
in the Technical Laboratory falls to rofleot any I'ecord of thio 
bullet ever being recoive^^here for exjunlnatlon. The Bureau there- 
fora desires that t)fficerV||||^Bbe ro-cuntactod iu regard to this 
natter* 



it is fxirther desired that your office nakc an approijriut-'! 
effort to etaoertaln Bhethor any process nay bo outstanding for the 
arrest of Sllvarthorn in connection with the aurdsr of Jdo Kluthe, 
with a Tlew to instituting tm approprlato Inveotlgatlon vuider the 
Dnlawful Flight to iLwold Prosecution £>tatuto. 


Thio natter sliould be given your pronpt attontlon* 



Jebn Edgar Hoover, 
Director, 




c 


o 




nf ^Inlu'sti^aiinu 

Post Office Box 4907^ 
Jacksonville , Flo , 
September 18, 195?'. 


Director, 

Federal ^reau of Investigation, 

Washington, D. C. 

Dear Slrl REt UNKNOWN SUBJECTS] 

(Alleged Members^ Purp le Sa ng, 

Detroit, Michigan.) 

Identification - (Fingerprints) 

Reference is made to Bureau letter dated August 10, 1936, 
(62-29652). 

that Special Agent (A) 

riorlda. stated that she had 

for a "number of^^^^^^aTurough she v;ould not 
stat^wheresheha^reslded ppevlous to that time. She stated 
^Hj^^^H^l^i^^HHHBillNSilverthorn, but did not know his 

she resides nt the home of her father, 
occupation she gave as be^^^^-vrinter] that 
^S^^^^^S!^^S^^^other and one sister v/ho Agend^H^Kjbservsd and 
estimated their ages to be approximately five ar<^^^years, rGspectivt- 
ly. 




me) 


who had any 
occupants of 
and her mother 


I further stated that she Jiad no immediate relative r 
chemist ry wh atsoever and tha t the on ly other 
fTCre her uncle, 1 




An examination of the 



his records ana advised Agent^^^_ 
cemlng either of the aforementioned pni’tie^s. 

Ri'XXMinT'^n i'^r. 

Very tnily yours' 


occupation, p 

(b')(i')Ccp 

ton^Jeach Police Department, checked 
.jH^Bthat he had no Information con- 


/1( 

R. B. Nathan 

Special A.'snt in Charge. \ \ 


Sf:! 


I 1 / ’ 1 

/ ■ ‘V lyJ 



TV/BlESJ 



610 Alonso V<ard Ilobt'l rullding 
ATj^r lo j.i, douth I'k’;' bfV 



October 7, 1936 


Special Acont in Charge 
Cklahoeta Gklahom. 








RSt UT'IKiravK SUBJECTS^ 

(/dleged itoaibers^^rple CftTig, 

^l>otroi.t, MicJiigan) ' . 
Iclentlflefetioa (Fixif^erpri T’V 


IXiring July 193^ Offic 
Falls^ ^QUth Dakota Police Pepartne^iv^ • * 
a 'bullet reiBored fron the huud of Jot.^^M.u;:;h 9 , 


^of tJici oic^jx 
"rnished infomation thr,t 
balicTcJ nurJor 
viot^^ had beam forwarded to tho foci^r. 1*^*1 Laboratory of the Furo^ 


i*« W vtw vwe t**jt**M 


^ j'A ec n 


-■50 eee&'t 


b^ill#t» ^ By letter dated Au|;ust 10^ 193^> tJ:io Bureau ad'e’iecd the 
Aberdeen of fice that the "bullet had not teen recaived at the Labora- 
tory* Suboequont lygMtlmtlon at «io™ Kalla foiled to locate tbo 
ballet and Of 'lO bolievsd -that the bullet 
had been fonmrdod t oi^n^rly a Tnc^^bc;* of iy.o 

departnont and rcaidiJo^a^TlD^O 'a’cnue^ 0]clfih:;:ja- 




It lo requested that^^^^Bba intoi-vicr/od £.acrrtain 
vhother ha forwarded the bullet to tn^foohnioal Labonxtor;/ of the 
£ruroau and^ if not^ whether he knowe T^hore it X3 located » 

^ fi ' •• 

Very truly yourc. 


VERtO 
CCj Bureau 


r'pocial Afcnt j.r. Cl;arr;e 



SJ?63SL-I^ 






C..' 

JJcbcrat uf 

^T* prpnrtmrut nf 

6lO Alonzo Ward Hotel Building 
Aberdeen^ South Dalcota 


o 


October 7» 1936 


:y 


■7 


Director 

, Federal Bureau of Investigation 

I Washington, D. C.- 

Dear Sir: REi UiraOWW SUBJECTS 

(Alleged Members Purple Ganfj, 
Detroit, Michigan) 
Identification - (FingerprinbtJ > 
Bureau file 62»29632~~ ' 

Reference is made to Bureau letter dated August 10, l?3t 

Special Agent^^^mHH interviewed Officer|^Hp 
j)f the S iot« Falls . So^^De3!o«nWioe Depar;tment and -waiad- 
"vised by Officei®|^BBBihat he did not forward ther^ullet himself 
but was ofVUj^^^^^^gj&t the bullet had been forwarded to the 
Bureau by|HH||||H||^^HKormerly an officer of th^ 

Police De^^^^^^^^Wer int e rvi ewi Ag en1 
vl gwed lMl^^^^^a County Pros ecu tin^^fflffi»y, anc 



srwaruou aaj 

bh^^^in^Je 

isHHVi 

mc^eputy £ 


c 


South Daiota and neither could furnish infer- 

as to ttie location of the bullet* Each searched their files 

and each inquired of the coroner without results. 


y 


OfficerfBHPIfur'iiier advised ^ent^m^^Bthat no 
process had been issued for the arrest of BiUT-^ilvertiior^^^hat 
he now doubtstha^the information funiished bj^^|^m||H|^H|vas 
of value a^^Hjl^Ahad recently furnished informationtotneFolir.w 
•which, upon^^^^^eo]gg^J|ad been found to be false and merely a 



men'tal •whim 

f ie now located at] 

Oklahoma, and a let-ter is being addre^gd to the Oklahoma City oTfrce 
requesting that office to intervievr^B|Pasoertaining -vdie-Uier he 

0^5lOW( 



forwarded the bullet to the Bureau 


lows its location. 
Very truly yours. 



TJERIIER- IIAITNI 
Special Agent in Charge 




vnm:a 




I 


CT 2 01335 
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w iW‘’? - -'2 r ; te#^eft”’^^r-.:T ' 






p, 0, Bex IS 7ft , 

• OkleJkoiaa City, '"rt'i o»ift,' 


*-“• #,***■ • H. ,. i*-- .. >-^ >"^-t ' - . ' / • 

1 V *•■'•■■ *\* ‘ '' . i.,-- , ’ ^-t-' 

''j'-}.?iir"-'‘ •'Vv ' '\''''- ' ' / '’■■■., ■'^'W;'- 

4T*.'-‘ ■•>%::•!• *J“.i,;:';"V •• ■■ :, .•:•••.! i". ,S'..t- '■ 

■■•' ti ^ ^ 'Tsp?*!' ' 

• ' Spool ai' Agent In Chore® » 

Abordoon, youth UaljotB 






? »■. : D#tor Slri: Vr V ’ 


U0J 

(/ilr?; :.:siTib8ra Purple Usm.;:^ 

- ),«iohlK«n) - 

T^onl 1 ri cfjilon *> ( Plnpreruri^^t.t 

■ * I 1 Ml P — ^ II * ' * . ' ■ 




- . >-v <. -^.V'V 

, , .►« v' ■ ^ ’■ 

' ' ' . ' 


I'lth roforonoe to your .'.•-ttsr of Octohi-r 7, 19^0 in 
thlB matter, there la transnyt 1 ^^j|rlth a 
22, 19^6, BQUt to rj» by Mi-.f^HB^«oncor:.ln'r -..**0 
bullet of intorent in the Jt 


Vei7 truly yours. 




r y 


u'.a"hT nih'jfiTjr, 

5 :jflciftl A<;ont l.n ChnriTS. 


Bncl* 

y/ CC Ouroeu ••/ 


"i. , ■■ V=*.‘v • ' v^csi' '* -'•»-► ■ *■' 
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•V :-■• 



'i j 




; 
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%. A.' •: '-,•:■• ' ■ 

'!^^'’’'^v ' ' * ' ;■; ■ ■ • ■"■ ■ 


r i: • l.V V> 


L(uitoa, Okl&hona 
•i;.' Ont, r.H, 1936." 


32-60 

Ur. Dvlght Brantlsy. 

P, 0. Bok im, 

• ^ . Oldiboaa City, Okla. 

U„- 

to rogardiag,tho .buJl*^ ' 

. M"'' KblOh waa ronorad from tba bead of Joe Klutho, will alnte that thlu *■ 

'rj^ let vaa aent to the Balllatlc Depart'i-'Jit of the Toehhical Laboratoxfi 

•f Pedaral Bureau of laToatij^atlou, ir.,'Lrin, 0.0. cbout tto or t'lrt-.f' 

after .1 bed reej^wed it fron Deputy riff Lea Hour>b lost Sir-rir.-. 






'X .• r.,.;. . t 




box; Vaoh‘ wa8‘"ama^ In which this bullet was forwt 'rt ri 
aieo psotainod two teat bullet e fired t'roca c .32 caliber revolver, t.i 
had beea found in the ditch elong an outlying etreet the next daj' aftv? 
the finding of Elotho In the river. Those bulleta were pioporly lobcil'^ 
for Inforntetion at t'nshiacton, D.C* 


■'tr' • la connection, the bullet j’;.:ii3Vod freer. -Cluthos’ henU kcs 

poreatly identlccl to a nenaber of caraxidgoa found in the overcort 
4 that Slutbo wee wearing at the tise of his rsnioval from tho rlvoi'. x/. >.i 

' ‘ »e» aifalng front the box. Tto as found in the overcoat poo'fot Lowever 
*i**^H:> ^ aci-’eater-eoaltad it wae in^oaelbls to obtain a teat bullet froa. vuo 

V - revolver ncniloned above" and, elsiular cartrldsoB were used to obtain 

teat buUata aont forward, , \ ^ 


I was tranafered froei the luantlfioation office shortly t'ny 
after and although I nenUonad it aevaral tlaiaa there at the dep^irtn:' i • 
no one aaatcsd to know whether or not n reply had boon r?c8ived f re- 
in gt on, 

VUiy further infoiootion you need tbr.t I enn supply 'rcln^-; 

write ae Box 21, Fort Sill, Okie. 

Very truly yo.ra. 



r'^fs-nBSTRgj^ 

«es7 


'v- -vV' - 




9.%3S{- 17 


EPC:E/iM:EHi 

62-29fi32- 




o 



Novanber 18, 1Q26. 



,8p«oial Agant In Cbarga* 
Abardaen, South. Dakota. 

•■•Q- v-v- ■■ ■ • i.' 




R«; ;.iUDJi f 

tAllegad Kec.t>orr. furple 
Gang, Detroit, ^■;icl;lfe•an) 
Ideatlficnti on - U'lDgarprlntgJ 


Dear Sir i 

, TJlth reforonoa to tha letter of October 30, 1035, 
eonoernlog the cvidenoo and teat biillote reported to have 
been forwarded to the Rure^^fo^ostiBliiDtlon in lie 
Technical Laboratory foriber r. caber of 

the ‘‘iloux i^alla Police iieSrtS^^^nd preoently reel di nr, 
at Kort Sill, Oklahoma, you. ore uiivlaod thot additional 
search haa been made of the Bureau's records upon the beoie 
of tha Information furnlahed In your letter, but It would 
not appear that this evidence vao ever roooired in the 
Bureao . 





It la d^-slred that thla Inforaatlon bo fumlnhcd 
to the Sioux Pnlla, South Dakota lollce Department, 

Very truly youro. 


John hdrfir Hoover, 
Director. 



JOHN EpGAH HOOVER 
DIRCCTON 


IlVCtON 

62-29632 


) 

() ^ ^ . : o 

^^urwui uf ^3f»tui'sii5atfmi 

JL Jlrjjartmcut t’f Sliidirc 
pFaeliuiglmi, p. C. 


November 13 > 3936. 


MEllORAKDUfi FOR fiiP. 



Re: Unknown Subjects; 

(Alleged Members Purple Gang, 
Detroit, Michigan) 
Identification - (Fingerprints) 
Bureau file ^62-29632. 


Reference is made to the attached letter from the Aberdeen E r, - 
Office relative to a questioned bullet removed front the head of one Joo 
Klutbe, which isrenortedt^Jjave been sent to the Technical Leborntor./ of 
this Bureau byM|H the Siou;: Falls, South Dakota Police . 

Department 

Although a check had previously been made in the laboratory lari, 
August for such a questioned bullet with negative results, upon receipt of 
the instant letter I had||||l|l^ftf the laboratory conduct a second^ 
search in effort to we were not overlooking the questicT.i 

specimen. reports that this bullet is not in the^Teclu" ■ ■ 1 

Laboratory^^S5^^^^n.les. Moreover, c. cei^rch of both tne labcra Lory ' 
investigative files on the ahgve^ntmg^iatter fails to reveal any 
correspondence whatever submitting such evidence to the 

Bureau, the Files Section hav!n^Hv!88^m€ they have searched under e v p 
possible reference available. Accordingly, it would appear that the qu^i. 
bullet referred to has never been received by this Bureau. 



Respectfully, 

E. P. Coffey. \ 





^uiri'uu ui ^■^(nOrsfi^afion 

^3* pcpOTtmcnt itf ^JitislUc 
610 Alonso ^Vard Hotel Building, 
AHondoon, South ^^‘.I’ota* 


o 


October 30 # 1936* 


I 4 


7 


i) 


Director, 

Federal Bureau of Investigation, 

Washington, D* C* 

Dear Sir; EE; Dinawaj SUBJECTS;^ 

(Alleged Members Furple Gang, 
Detroit, Michigan) 
Identification - (Fingerprints) 
Bureau file ^£-£^52. 

Eeference is made to a letter from the Aberdeen 
Office dated October 7» 1936* 


Cb)(lYc>) 


On October 25* 1936, tho Aberdeen Bureau 0^“““ 
ceived from the Oklahoma City Bureau Office a letter signed by^ 
of Fort Sill^ Oklahoma, who was formerly ^^rjemborof the Sioux FallSy 
Dakota Police Department. In this lettoiAHH^H that theybullct 

which was removed from the head of JoiVl^lutn^^^^orv/arded to the ^(Ball- 
istic Department of the Technical Laboratory", Federal Bureau of Invcstiga- 
blon, V<'ashington, D. C.) last spring, ercact date not fiirnished. 

That the bullet was forwarded in a small box, and that 

4 >V .4 1 ^ ^ ^ A 4 - ^ V>,» 1 *I ^ 4 - ^ ^-L.. 4 V; — „ J _ 7 /^ 

I/XIJLO U\JJ^ uyou UUJ.J.Cr ILCIU ucrvji UU XX UXU tl 

caliber revolver, foimd on an outlying street, the day after Kluthe* s 
body was found in the river* 

The letter further advises that the bullet removed f i rm 
Kluthe’s head was apparently identical vdth a number of cartridges foimd in 
Kluthe’s overcoat pocket, and that five of these cartridges v»rero missing 
from the box of bullets in the pocket. Further that the bullets found in 
the pocket were so water soaked that it had been impossible to make a com- 
parison test of the revolver v/hich was previously mentioned. / \y x y' 

If further information is desired relative to the ^ 


bullets forv/arded to the Bureau, 
as Box^Sl, Fort Sill, Oklahoma. 


LS furnished his address 


\ 


L 


RECOrr.' 

& 

INDSIXSTJ 


Very t:t:uly yours. 




I^IDijEEW 


"T-' 




* V;V V‘ 



No further investigation is being conduct 
ed by the San Francisco Bureau Office, unless specific request is 
received from the B\ireau. 


Yery truly yours, 





W, L. LISTmtAK, 
special Agent in Charge 


FCD:lSr 
Befer file 
# 68 - 1456 * 


O _ \ 

l^uvciut uf 

JI, pcpjjrliuciit oi illuaiicc 
1105 Mills Tower 
280 Bush Street 
San PranciBCO, Califcmia 
November 9, 1956, 


O 


J 

f 


Director, 

Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
Washington, D*C, 


s ■ 

o 




Dear Sir: 


c- 


. / 


Re: 'DNllIOM SUBJECTS, 

tAlleged Kerribers Purple Gang, 
ODetrolt, Michigan). 
Identification - (ringerprlnta) . 


:er dated / 


"S 


N ■' 



ieen 

Fnlshed information to the effect that our 
WiHiam^ee, allegedly a member of, and a "fence** for the Purple 
Gang, engaged in snuggling dope, guns, jewelry, bullet-proof vesta, 
and steel helmets, to and from China, was allegedly living at 510 
Stockton Street East, San Francisco , California. 

This will advise that there is a Stockten 
Street In San Francisco, which street runs In a North and South 
Direction, and there is no street designated as Stockton Str^ 
EaBt^Investlgation at 510 Stockton Street by Special Agent 
^|^H|HBof this off ice^reverie^tha^s^e is a rather respect^ 

tnent house. V|H||HH|||H||^H^ who advised Agent 

that she has been themanage^ro^oTCr a period of two years, 
that hhe can recall no one by the name of William Lee hav- 
ing resided at that place during that period. 


apar' 

th( 


(bXn'^(C^ 


At the San Francisco Police Department it 
was determired that that Department has a record of more then 
twenty William Lees, and it was impossible, on the information 
furnished the San Francisco Bureau Office, to determine any furth- 
er information regarding this particular individual. 




.COPIES DT:;STKi:'rYT'!D 

.6.46 AUG;27 liic-t 



’stANC/i Jr rOj'M NO. 04 


'Office M.eP20f(^hduM • united states government 


TO 


O'; ^ 
^J^FROM 


Director, FBI date; April 15, V 

Attention; Identifier tlon Division 

Single Fi ii'-orprinb Section 


SAC, Mintni 

SUBJECT: 'nSTROlT PURPLE. GjH.'G 

NAT'ONAL stolcm froplrty act 


According to infomation recc.’v-=d by the Liatra Office, the 
folla.’'ing individuals are presently msmbern of the notorious CSTROIT 
PURPLE GANG: 

HARnYWoISCHER, v.ns. ^S?,7f3 
HarryXFleisher, Harrj^Fla.i s!i, 

Hari^j'-SFlais’:, Harry rleish, 

Henr;j''^ink; 

Michigan State Police No. l5f)7A3 
Detroit PD No. I 6 I 5 I 


SAJ«^ ^FL&JSHjjR, vja. 

.SamAFleish: 

IZichigan State Police No* l IVulo 


Sidi-ABILAMOLITZ, 

Sara Sib r^.our t z , . 3ara| alper t , 

Sara Vchsv er , Sanl Jlbroraov.'i tz , 

Louis \i.bro'. 7 it 2 , Loui^, jlbrar.'.oritz; 
Michigan State Police No, 3P?S7 
Detroit PD No. 32178 


Ci! AiiLESii LSI TER, v'a . //' / /S/ , ' 
Chari es\.ie ter; 


Michigan State 
Detroit PD No , 


Police No. 

3256/i 


9S127 

be:oobi>bd 


ISADCRE^^CH^rtRTZ; /YC^^ZS 
Michigan State Police No. 
Detroit PD Ho. 214S3 




21 


su <a 48 


! 'nnTiT O \ n T IT.?0 ') / / rt n / J 

\iU‘LX.:yxJlLj inOL. J y oi- ^ 

ITau.ri c e \laid er ; 

iLicliif^an State Police No. 696 IO 
Detroit PD No. 10320 


PN13iR VjMJJT'JUKOS, was. 

PetcrVpostolopoulos, Peter^/qibstola’ices, 
Pete Vpostles, PeteXApostc] of'oloc, 
reter'Toulos, Peter ^^lahoney, Peter^ Drown; 
Michigan State Police Mo, 261209 
Detroit PD No. J— 28135 









t 

I 

i 


U' 


destroyed 

^ 4-8 AUG 27 1964 


i 


Director, FBI 


Aj)ril 1 


/ 


vjas,. 

'.likeisalik, llyroA Selllk; 
Michigan State Police No. 
Detroit PD No* A1572 


TrTr)(r,T.' virntpi? 


?a9 7?;^ 

4 ^ / * ' * 

!\i;iller; 

,'an State Police No. 73.310 


Qay„e\^: 

Michi 

Detroit PD No, 407^4 


.Hy}.gji:tALTMAN, v^as. i 5 

Harr^~\ A 1 1 man , Har ryV Stein; 
ii^ichigan State Police No. 75?55 
Detroit PD Mo. 6337 


NAiiiCAliiTZiii, v.'as. c o 

Harry toelcher, GhucKl lilelchor; 
Michigan State Police No, 25056 O 

Detroit PD lio. 73118 
\ 

Michigan State Police No, 91434 
Detroit PD Ho. 43313 


^ ~7 , / ^ ij *y 

LJiO HJ.V.VH, ivas. r v i ' / 
HenryA^ukas, Henr^X Lukes, 
H enry ^ uks , L eo\ Luk e s ; 
Michigan State Police No. 
Detroit PD No. 45595 


104473 


JO3NPH^B0f.2i\rtIT0, v/a. 6r J '// 

Michigan State Police Ho. 94396 
Detroit PD No, 44123 

-2 ^yj-/ 

Michigan, State Police No. 257 ‘69 
Detroit PD No. 7Zi458 


HARUY Fi IISCIINR and MIKH S i, IK are ref'orted to I'iCivc b ..-r. 
Hollyv^oocI, Florida, during the 1946-47 VJini or scaron. flLAKY FLdl-JfL: 
also reported bo have been in Miami Beach 'vlth tVi’o acsociates durin ; 
present vdnter season. This information ha? not been verified as yet 
it is not known how many other members of i. ids gang j*ay have been in 
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'wn 


Director, FBI 


April 15, 194B 


Miami area in recent years. Hovjever, in viev; of their reputations as 
stick-up men and bur^^^lars, it is rsquesteu that their fingerprints be conv 
pared vdth the unidentified latent fingerpr.i r.ts in the various js?;el theft: 
cases. 


/ 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPAE^IENT OF JUSTICE 


Date recorded: /,-52-/40 JO 

Single Fingerprint Report 

Case : ■ REi DETROI T Pl-HFLE GANG 

HAKOHAL STOLKT-i PVQ? 6 im ACT 


Specimens: Conpar'2 fini^eror ints follc.vin-- n*v^-^d r?.ispects ;ath the 

unidentified latents in the various? theft cases in the 

Miami area: ,, . .- 

f FLSISCHJiiH^ v;as,, State Police f ^ 

' ^ Detroit P'.) //16151 ^ 

a-k''SAI1 FLT'ISHER^ \ra*y ^■'ichi^ran ■ tnt« Police ''^117616 
ABiLAMO..’! TZ* was,. '^.nte Pnlic e ' :J^3F9F7 

' ' ' Detroit 1 ‘02178 

/y^t LEITxlK, wa., -*lchi[^an Police .1/F127 // J’. 

Detroit ; j ' 32 56Z 

, -clov; 


Number: 


Examination requested by: SAC^ Miami 

Date received: 4-22-4? cinjb 


_ £> r' : J.J 

j^ai/o ui I oi tj£ «iu;e oa bi uu , 


Examination requested: 
Result of examination: 


Fin;'erprint 


/I , 


s N. / 

(fc>iXc '! 

Examination by; 
Evidence Noted by: 


/ 


j ::/. 


» r ALFRED KUKNT'K^ Utdnigan idtate Police ,/257iJ69 / " ^ " 

Detroit PD 

ISADC^.?. 3C?rVAJti*6, ^^icnigan .' tab? rolico fr 11243 4-' ^ - 

Detroit ?D ‘/21403 

, , -I.TORIS HAIDKH, ira., U'chigan S^.a te Police /'/.'iT 5 

, Deti-oit PD n0320 

^ FZTER APOSTOLAK03, v/as,, I^’achlgan State Police ^/261209 r"'. 




"r 


Detroit PD ?J-25135 


JSXKF, SELIK. was,, Michigan 3tate Police .'/81576 '• ' - 
"■ Detroit PD P41572 

’ " ^IJAVE UA2H0FF, wa., iJ-lchiRan Stato Police (^73310 
' ■ Detroit PD /40764 

fv.-» JiYJ/JE ALT:1AN^ v;as,^ Michigan State Police #75535 

Detroit PD :bP37 ^ 

HAHirr was., Micliiran State Police 72 ^ 0566 ' j 




^4 




Detroit PD /V3II6 

ouurr-n^ ^iicnigan State i'oi.Lce 914S4 / 


i!^TT^KJr:'V 


Detroit PD i-7,3ri3 
87-5366 ^ DA^™, was., -Michigan Stat- '’olice : '102473 i;' , ' T '■/ " 

' Detroit PD ■'4s'j35 

B0i,i.i\kl'l0, was Uichi'ra'i tate Police P'-SASOb /'/' 


SPP-27 


1 (1 ‘mT Detroit eli ,/4 4123 ij -: • 

y, _ H' '. * 




1^, 


r \ 



J 


^'^■■■- ^,r ’53>;- 





•‘’C* ; 1 V 


■'*‘:,-V 


15 tt» toitMt. tti Wloii" 

?^sSrf5Sir^ -- - 



2$9»3 

94X719 

160377 

1M752 


• >' * t- 'v 



SpSS® 

46W 

’’fiR 

zasm 



Hr. t«l 
Hr. s. 


M\^' APR 29,1^ 

.. '.- .-i':^'. iV . . ^ ii!'-,^^*-,*^'^'*' 'T':**' " .‘ • 





